Clearwater Township







Regular Board Meeting         (UnApproved)
October 20, 2014

The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Monday October 20, 2014 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Supervisor/Vice Chair Dave Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   

Visitors as signed in: Paul Keeney, John Notsch, Ron Schabel, Charles Helwig, Pat & Oralyn Fisher, Kathy Provost.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Sobotta made a motion to approve the agenda and the reg. meeting minutes of September 8, 2014 as presented. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   None
Paul Keeney – Variance request for detached garage
Paul Keeney approached the board regarding property he has recently purchased at 12294 Greer Ave NW, Maple Lake.  His is requesting a variance to build a garage 24x26 & 8x22 (800 sq ft) with a 12z12 roof pitch with an upper area exceeding 6 feet.  Mr. Keeney indicated that the home was built in 1970 and has a 12/12 roof pitch and he would like to have the garage to be in harmony with the existing house by duplicating the architectural style of the house with matching roof pitch.  Currently we have limited space and would utilize the upper level as long-term storage of household items.  Keeney indicated that a new driveway has been put in along with a new sewer.  The doors of the garage would face the lake and house.  All set back are able to be met.  Garage placement was done in conjunction with the placement of the new septic.  Concerns were raised regarding water runoff from the garage and also what the upper level would be used for.  Keeney indicated that the upper level is strictly for storage and that gutters would be placed on the garage.  Several petitions letters were received in support of the plans.
Sobotta made a motion to recommend the approval of a variance for a 24x26 detached garage with upper level and an 8x22 bumb-out. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion passes unanimously.
Appoint Canvassing board & Set Date to certify township election
Canvassing board will be Bruce Sobotta, Dave Nelson, & Dan Mol, Certification will take place @ 7 pm on November 10th, 2014.
Illsley Ave proposal for Construction plans from Hakanson Anderson carried over from the September Meeting
Nelson made a motion to carry over to the November 10, 2014 meeting so that all board members are present and able to discuss.   Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
Notice of Meeting with City of Clearwater on October 28th @ 5:30 – Clearwater City Hall re cities land use plan.
Bruce Sobotta and Dan Mol will plan on attending

Pat & Oralyn Fisher – Division of Land
Oralyn & Pat Fisher approached the board with plans to split property located at 12501 State Highway 24, South Haven.  There are currently four PID’s which are owned by themselves and siblings.  Some of the 
property is owned in ½ interest and they are looking at each of them having their own property to make it cleaner for future generations.  County will no longer take easements as a way to access property therefore; they are looking at proposing a cartway to have access to property that is located further back.  Fishers presented a proposed split & cartway for the 280 acres with a cartway that will run along the E & N of PID#204-100-332300 giving access to PID#204-100-321100 & #204-100-294400.  Board did not see any issues with what they are proposing and indicated that their next steps are to work with Wright County to see what applications they will have to obtain and petition for a Cartway.

Road Mileage Certification & Sign Maintenance Inspection Report
Board indicated there had been no changes to the Road Mileage which is currently at 35.68.  With the grant for the sign’s that were installed this year the sign’s need to be inspected annually and any changes or replacement needs to be recorded.  No signs have been replaced, just a few posts were replaced due to damage.
Correspondence if Any:  
Kristin indicated that she did attend the Quarterly Meeting – there was a lot of discussion over the Public works building and the cost of it.  At this time there was no firm decision on what they were going to do.
ROAD MAINTENANCE REPORT- MIKE LUDENIA 
*158th Street – Easement for turn-a-round was signed by Jesse Schabel and Warren & Nancy Voigt and it has been completed.  Clerk just will talk to Taylor Land Survey to complete legal description and work worth attorney have it recorded.
*Brush on Forsythe Ave. –This is ¾ of the way done.  There is one large tree, will hire professional to take that one down and have Always Green do the stump chipping.
*Mike indicated he has been in contact with Fred from the DNR regarding parking along the state land on 140th. People have been parking right on the corner of 140th & Ireland creating a concern for people coming around the corner.  They know they have a problem and have to money to do anything this year, will look at mowing an area, board suggested that Mike put up some no parking signs in the meantime. There is a culvert over on Illsley that continually gets plugged by beavers.  Mike was given permission to trap and they will be sending him a permit.
*Mike indicated that there are 2 driveways that were just put in and 12” culverts were used.  We usually ask that they put in 15” culverts to make sure that water drains properly.  Since the township does not have a driveway ordinance there is nothing that can be enforced. 
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Sobotta and seconded by Nelson to pay claims

covered by checks #9200-9213 & 9236-9248 and eft 101114, eft 10114, eft 1020f, eft 1020m, eft1020p.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:39 pm.  

______________________________                   ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                       Dave Nelson, Vice Chairman                    Date____________________

