Clearwater Township  


 Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)


 October 16, 2012
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2012 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Supervisor David Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Jim Lee, Sharon Lee, John Notsch, Ron Schabel, Jim Newberger, Alex Munce, Sonja Dahlberg, Gabby Dahlberg, Nancy Fiske
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda, the Reg. meeting minutes of September 18, 2012, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:  
Ron Schabel asked to discuss the 2013 property tax increase and how it relates to budget discussions.  Mr. Schabel indicated that with the property taxes increasing due to not having the homestead credit we should look at ways to reduce the citizen’s taxes.  The board indicated they will review the budget at this year’s budget meeting and make adjustments if needed.  Mr. Schabel asked if we can reduce the annual budget since there is $500,000+ in the bank and there is no interest being made on that money.  The board indicated that they have held back on some road projects to make sure that we are not going to have to take out loans to complete those projects.  They will be looked at again this year.  The levies are voted on by the citizens of the township and they will have the final say at the Annual meeting.
Jane Gohman – Wanted to thank Mike Ludenia for a job well done and for making sure the road was in the best shape it could be with the weather we have had.

Appoint Canvassing Board & Set Date to certify township election
Sharon Lee, Jean Just & Bruce Sobotta will certify the township elections on Friday November 9th, 2012 at Noon.
Set Date for Budget Meeting
Board Set the date of December 4th, 2012 @ 7:30pm for the Budget Meeting
Sonja Dahlberg – 9616 140th St NW – Conditional Use Permit for Dog Kennel
Ms. Dahlberg is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a Dog Kennel that she is already running. They have a 6 acre parcel on the Clearwater River.  She currently has thirteen dogs – the Cocker Spaniels and German Shepherds are used in a dog breeding program.  The facility includes ten indoor/outdoor runs in an existing building – There are indoor & outdoor runs.  All dogs are indoor at night.  All puppies are born in their home and are family raised.  All medical records are kept on site and they have security cameras in both the indoor and outdoor areas.  Ms. Dahlberg also brought along 5 statements from neighbors that were not opposed to the dog kennel.
Supervisor Nelson indicated that the County will have the final say as to the approval of the Conditional use permit.  Supervisor Nelson recommended the approval of the conditional use permit for a dog kennel contingent on no negative feedback from the neighbors.

John Notsch asked how the neighbors would find out – Supervisor Nelson stated that the County will send out a notice to anyone within 500 ft of the property.

Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion, motion carried by unanimous vote.

John Notsch – Fish Lake Association
John Notsch & Ken Seemann approached the board to put in a carp barrier on the outlet of Fish Lake.  They would be putting up an iron structure with grates that come off the bridge.  The barriers will need anchors that would be on the townships property.  They will be far enough off the road and would not affect the maintenance of the township road.  Supervisor Nelson made a motion to allow Fish Lake Association to use a portion of the Township property to construct a carp barrier. Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion, motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Jim Newberger – candidate for MN House of representatives

Jim Newberger introduced himself to the board and to the citizens of the township that were at the meeting.
Quarterly Township meeting update

Received a map of the signs that was created after the road review – board needs to review and have any changes sent back to the County.  The board agreed to meet on October 23rd @ 7:30pm to review the map.
Correspondence - 

Notice of public hearing from Wright County on Thursday 10/25/2012 @ 8pm regarding the rezoning of property at 15152 Elder Ave in Silver Creek TWP from AG General Ag to Highway Business to operate a winery with a tasting room, retail sales & outside functions – the board made no motion since it is in Silver Creek Township.
Notice of Public Hearing – Wright County Planning Commission on Thursday 10/25/2012 @ 8pm regarding changing the Accessory Conditional Use to a Commercial Outdoor Recreation Use.  After review of the changes Chairman Mol made a motion to disapprove the request because it infringes on the rights of the townships and the County land use plan.  Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion, motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
Mike indicated that the roads are not in the best of shape due to the lack of rain.  He has been going out when he can.  The mowing is done – 1000 hour service maintenance has been completed on the Grader – Mike will start brush cutting & work on the snow trap on 145th.
It was asked if our insurance would increase with Brush cutting – Dave indicated that Tree Trimming would increase our liability not Brush cutting, we do hire out for the Tree Trimming and need Certificates of Insurance from those that we hire.

Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #8731-8753 and eft1016f, eft1016p, eft1016s, eft108 Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.  
______________________________              ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman
Date________________                                 Date____________________
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