TOWN OF CLEARWATER   

 ORDINANCE 2.2

An ordinance amending Ordinance 2.1 of the Town of Clearwater, Wright County, Minnesota being an Ordinance regulating the keeping of Dogs, Adopted April 18, 2001.

The Town Board of Supervisors of the Town of Clearwater ordains:
Section 1.        Definitions

A.   As used herein the term "running at large" of dogs shall mean permitting any dog to go on or about the public streets, alleys or other places within the platted residential areas in the Town, except the premises of the owner or harborer thereof, and excepting on a leash, in an automobile, or similar confinement, and all times under control of a responsible person.

                    A dog shall not be determined to be at large if engaged in wild game or animal hunting and under the control of its owner or a responsible person, or when engaged in obedience training and under control of its owner or a responsible person.


B.
"Owner" means any person, persons, firm or corporation owning, harboring or acting as a custodian of any animal.


C.
The term  "harborer" of a dog shall mean any persons who has the custody of any dog or permits the same to be kept or to stay on or about his premises.


D.
The term "peace officer" shall include the Wright County Sheriff and any of his Deputies and any other person having the powers of a peace officer exercisable with in the boundaries of the Town of Clearwater, Wright County, Minnesota.

Section 2.
Running at Large Prohibited within the Platted Residential Areas of the Town of Clearwater


A.    No dog shall be permitted to run at large within the platted residential areas of this Town.


B.    No person owning or harboring a dog shall permit the same to run at large within the platted residential areas of this Town. 


C.
Any dog running at large within the platted residential areas of this Town shall be subject to seizure by the animal warden or any peace officer or by any person on whose premises the dog may be at large.

Section 2.1
Certain Barking Dogs Prohibited Within the Limits of this Town.


No person shall keep or harbor a dog that habitually or frequently barks, howls, or cries between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  and in doing so disturbs several persons..  Any such dog is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and may be impounded under the procedures set forth in this Ordinance.

Section 2.2
Vicious Dogs Prohibited Within the Limits of this Town.

No person shall keep or harbor a dog that is known to be vicious or destructive.  Any dog of the following types is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and subject to impoundment under the procedures set out in this Ordinance:


A. 
Any dog that commits damage to the person or property of anyone other than the owner except as shall be committed in the defense of such owner, or in the defense of his family, or in the defense of his property.


B.
Any dog that snarls at persons, bites persons or other animals or habitually exhibits vicious tendencies.


C.
Any dog that chases vehicles or interferes with persons walking, or riding horseback, or interferes with the driving of automobiles, bicycles, motorcycles, motorbikes, snowmobiles, or other vehicles, on public grounds, streets or highways within the limits of this Town.

Section 3. 
 Contract with Animal Warden

The Town Board is empowered to contract with a dog pound keeper, a dogcatcher, an animal warden, or any other officers, including police officers, necessary to enforce the provisions, terms and conditions of this Ordinance.

Section 4.
Impounding

A.
Any dog impounded within the Town limits shall be confined

in a humane manner in an animal shelter designated by the Town Board.  Any impounded dog shall be kept for not less than five (5) days, unless claimed during that period by its owner.   All dogs impounded hereunder shall be fed and treated in a humane manner.


B.
Any person not an animal warden or peace officer impounding or seizing any dog so found running at large upon the premises of another, shall immediately notify the animal warden or a peace officer whose duty it shall be to call for such dog and impound it.  Any person not an animal warden or peace officer seizing or picking up any dog running at large, shall not keep said dog any longer than (6) hours without notifying the animal warden or surrendering it to the owner.   The person who first takes such dog into custody shall inform the animal warden or peace officer of the name and address of the owner, if known.


C.
Upon impounding a dog under this Ordinance, the animal warden shall determine whether the dog has been vaccinated.   If the dog has not been vaccinated, the animal warden shall arrange to have the dog vaccinated and the owner shall pay the fees therefore as part of the redemption fees set forth in Section 6 of this Ordinance.

Section  5.   
Notice of Impoundment

If the owner of said dog is known, written notice of impoundment shall be given the owner thereof either by mail or personal service.   No sale or disposition of any dog impounded shall be made until the sixth (6th) day after the posting or giving of the notice unless the date falls on a Sunday or holiday, in which case the sale or disposition may take place the following day.

Section 6.
Redemption

Its owner may reclaim any dog from the animal shelter within the time specified by the shelter.  All impounding and boarding fees must be paid before redemption.

Section 7.
Disposition of Unclaimed Dogs

Any dog which is not redeemed as heretofore provided may be sold for not less than the amounts provided in Section 6 to anyone desiring to purchase the dog if not requested by licensed educational or scientific institution under Minnesota law.  The animal warden may also surrender any such dog, without cost to a humane society.  Any dog, which is not claimed by the owner, sold, or surrendered to humane society, shall be painlessly killed and buried by the animal warden.

Section 8.
Quarantine of Certain Dogs


Any dog, which bites a person, shall be quarantined for such time as may be directed by the County Health Officer.  During quarantine the animal shall be securely confined and kept from contact with any other animals.  At the discretion of the Health Officer the quarantine may be on the premises of the owner; however, if the Health Officer requires other confinement, the owner shall surrender the animal for the quarantine period to an animal shelter or shall, at his own expense, place it in a veterinary hospital.

Section 9.
Summary Destruction of Certain Dogs
Whenever a peace officer has reasonable cause to believe that a particular dog presents a clear and immediate danger to residents of the Town because it is infected with rabies (hydrophobia) or because of a clearly demonstrated vicious nature, the officer, after making a reasonable attempt to impound such dog, may summarily destroy said dog, notwithstanding the notice requirements of Section 5 of this Ordinance.

Section 10.
Interference with Officers  

It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to break open the pound or attempt to do so, or to take or let out any dogs there from, or to take or attempt to take from any animal warden or peace officer, any dog impounded by him in compliance with this Ordinance or to interfere in any manner with said officer or hinder said officer in the discharge of his duties under this Ordinance.

Section 11.
Penalty  

Any person, firm, or corporation found guilty of violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $700.00, by imprisonment not to exceed ninety days, or both.

Passed in the name of the town of Clearwater by the Town Board this ______ day of ______________, 2001

This Ordinance shall be effective upon publication

                                                                          ________________________

                                                                                         Chairman

Attest:

_______________________

       Town Clerk
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