Clearwater Township     
Minutes-June 16, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Bruce Sobotta and Dan Mol (arrived at 7:45 pm), Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  LuWann Jacobs, Jim Lee, Carlos & Clara Lopez, Rose Thelen, Bob Muller and Doug Nieters
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supervisor Nelson seconded the motion. The motion carried, with all members present voting in favor.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Wright County Commissioner Rose Thelen shared information in regard to the Family Fun Day at the Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park on Saturday, June 13th.  The event was well attended, based on the vehicle count; they estimated that over 1,000 people attended the event. The Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park is most commonly known as the YMCA Camp Manitou, which is in Monticello Township.

The YMCA, the County and the City of Monticello have a five year agreement to purchase the 1,200 Acres. Thelen encouraged Clearwater Township residents to attend one of the two public forums occurring on June 23rd at Monticello City Hall, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm or 25th at Robert Ney Regional Park from 7:00-9:00 pm to provide additional input. 
Thelen stated that the Wright County Commissioners are seeking a ruling from the Minnesota Court of Appeals regarding the ongoing dispute with Corinna Township.  The board met in a closed session to discuss a decision by the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry, which agrees with Corinna Township.  During the regular board meeting on June 16th, the Board of Commissioners passed a resolution authorizing outside legal counsel to proceed with appropriate appeals.

Thelen stated that she opposed the resolution and would like to do more negotiating with the township and less legal action.  DOLI has ruled that Corinna Township has the legal authority and the ability to issue its own building permits in the shoreline areas.

The County Board is waiting for the review from Steve Sviggum, DOLI Commissioner on the Administrative Law Judge Kathleen Sheehy order requiring Wright County to cease issuance of all building permits within its boundaries.

Regular Agenda Items:
Edward Near builder for Doug & Martha Miller, 12287 County Road 7, presented a request for a variance to replace an existing one-level cabin (1088 sq. ft) with a new 1568 sq. ft dwelling over a full basement and 684 sq ft upper-level loft, 53' from the ordinary high water mark of the lake and 12' from the north side of lot line.

The variance is needed because the minimum setbacks are 75' from the high-water mark of the lake, 15' from side of property line.

Discussion was held by the board if the new cabin should meet the minimum setback of 75' and 15' from side of property line as long as they are tearing down the old cabin and replacing it.  The neighboring cabin which was built in 2001 does not meet the minimum setback, nor do the other cabins in the area.  If they were to build the new cabin to meet the setbacks requirement there would be a lot of additional cost involved to move the gas line, well and replace the foundation.
Sobotta moved to approve the request for a variance as presented, motion seconded by Mol.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Allen Stewart presented a petition for a Conditional Use Permit to construct a new building (40 by 114 ft) to store equipment, parts, and vehicles for a well drilling company.  Property is zoned B-2 General Business and located at 174 County Road 75 which is in the OAA.

This site is located southeast of the City of Clearwater on County Hwy 75.  The property is owned by I-94 Stor-More Inc., and currently houses 3 rental storage units that were approve in 1998.

The board briefly discussed the use of the building.  Mr. Stewart stated that it would be the same type of company as W.D.C. Exploration; the well company will be doing most of their business out of state.  There would be 2-3 employees, hours of operation would be Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm.

Mol moved to approve the CUP as presented on the township level, motion seconded by Sobotta. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Robert Muller has property located by Hasty between I94 and County Road 75 presented a request to have 57 Acres of property that is zoned AG rezoned to Commercial.  Clearwater Township Land Use Plan the property is designated as AG.

Dave Nelson stated that the property is located near I-94 and is an appropriate site for commercial development but at this time it is zoned AG and the property is designated as AG in the Land Use Plan.

Dan Mol stated that when they worked on the Clearwater Land Use Plan the committee felt that there was already a lot of property that was zoned commercial in Silver Creek Township Land Use Plan which is located just east of this property.
The board encouraged Mr. Muller to attend the NW Quadrant Public Hearing meeting on June 18th at Buffalo and discuss the possibility of rezoning this property.

Doug Nieters, Clearwater Fire Dept. presented information from FEMA in regard to a $210 million grant funding that is available for Assistance to Firefighters available through the economic stimulus bill.  The application process runs from July 2 through September 29th. The funds can be used for modifying, constructing and upgrading non-federal fire stations.  Nieters stated that 2 bids for the fire station would have to be submitted with the application. There probably would have to be an engineer study done. 
In the past the City of Clearwater and Clearwater Township has discussed the possibility of building a sub-station by the current Clearwater maintenance/townhall building.  
The board encouraged Mr. Nieters to complete the application for the grant.  The board stated that they would be interested pursuing the possible location of a new fire  sub-station in Clearwater Township and would commit to using the land for the sub-station but would not make any financial commitment at this time.
A motion was made by Mol that Clearwater Township make a commitment for the land to be used for a fire sub-station so the City of Clearwater can proceed with the grant application but not make any financial commitment at this time.  Motion seconded by Sobotta. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Up Coming Meetings:
· Public Hearing NW Quadrant Land Use Plan, June 18th at Buffalo at 7:30 pm

     Dave Nelson and Bruce Sobotta plan to attend

· Joint Planning Board Meeting- June 22 at Clearwater City Hall at 7:00 pm

· Wright Count Twp Officers Mtg. July 8, Rockford Twp. Pork Chop Dinner-7pm

· Summer Short Course, July 13th at St Cloud, Holiday Inn- Sharon Lee and Kristin Helwig plan to attend.  Dave Nelson will attend the meeting in Walker on July 30th.  

The board discussed an addition on the east side of the town hall to be used for cold storage of tables, chairs and equipment.  The board reviewed a bid from Liman Post & Beam to close in 18' X11" porch area on east side of town hall.  Cost $2,950.00.  The board would like to get a bid for a new 11' X20" lean off west side of building.

The board set June 23rd at 7:30 pm for a Special Meeting to do an employee evaluation.  The board will also discuss the grant for the signage and bids for cold storage addition.

Roger Thompson will have to appear in district court on July 15th in regard to junk complaint.  The supervisors will do an individual on site inspection of the property by July 11th to see if Mr. Thompson is in compliance with the zoning laws.  The clerk will contact Karen Wolff, Assistant County Attorney before the July 15th court date and submit the findings of the supervisors on site inspection. 

Clerk Sharon Lee received and an e-mail from Tom Salkowski in regard to Ken Jarvis building on 16783 Fillmore Ave NW.  The Wright County building inspector, Craig Schulz has been having regular appointment visits to the building site and there has been a fair amount of work completed.  It is a long way from being finished, but now Mr. Jarvis knows that it is being regularly monitored, and there is much more work getting done.
Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
· Mike stated that he has spread clay and applied magnesium chloride to north Huber.
· Will be testing  the John Deere road grader next week 

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7859-7873, Payroll Checks 7848-7851, (Voided checks 7852-7858) Credit Card- 06/09, and PERA 06/16 for the total amount of $ $60,218.81 were approved for payment.    

Sobotta moved to adjourn. Mol seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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