Clearwater Township        UNAPPROVED MINUTES
Regular Board Meeting     
May 18, 2010
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Bruce Sobotta and Dan Mol, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in: Ron & Debbie Schabel, Jean Just, Tom & Michelle Knutson, Perry Puncochar, Jeff Gavin, Cindy & Bill Piram, Rose Thelen, Chris & Denise Van Lith, LeRoy & Joyce Mehr.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Mol made a motion to approve the agenda and the Regular Mtg. minutes of April 16, 2010 and Board of Review minutes of May 6, 2010 as presented. Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Perry Puncochar and Jeff Gavin
Puncochar and Gavin approached the board with a request for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a pheasant hunting preserve as a "Commercial Outdoor Recreation" which is allowed in the AG General Agricultural zone of the Wright County Zoning Ordinance.

The hunting preserve would be located on 200 Acres that is owned by Wes and Barb Wiegand. The property is in section 28 which lies east of State Hwy 24 and north of 127th Street NW.
The hunting preserve would offer hunting of pen-reared game birds like pheasants, chucker's, quails and ducks. Hunting Preserve would be open from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm from September 1- May 1. There would also be a site for trap shooting, there would not be league trap shooting available.

The land is already planted with native grasses in order to provide good vegetative cover in the hunting course.  Puncochar stated that they would provide the following:

1) Seven hunting areas with no more than 4 hunters per area.  

2) The fields would be numbered and hunters would be assigned to a specific field.
3) Hunting would be prohibited within 500 feet of a residence, pastures or corrals

4) No Hunting Zones would be designated with a mowed barrier strip and accompanied with

     a blaze orange "No Hunting Zone" signs every 300 feet.
5)  Maps would be posted that shows hunting and No Hunting Zones
 6)  A four foot woven wire fence the length of the preserves property would be installed along

     State Hwy 24 to prevent hunting dogs from running on to Hwy 24.

7)   There would be a minimum age set for hunting; a firearm safety certificate would be required

      for those of an age that require safety training.

8)  The capacity and number of hunters actively hunting on the preserve will be determined by      
the size and number on each field.

Puncochar stated that the property would be accessed from 127th Street NW; there would be a parking lot, 16' by 40' building and Trap Shooting range on the Southeast corner of the property.  There would not be a fence installed on 127th Ave 

Chairman Nelson opened the meeting up to the public for comments.  

Leroy and Joyce Mehr, who own property that abuts up to the proposed hunting preserve, stated that they are concerned about the safety of their children that ride 4-wheelers, dirt bikes, and walk on trails   along the west side of their property. They stated that they don't feel that 200 yards for a buffer zones is enough, training manuals stated that bird buck shot can travel more than 200 yards, the buffer zone should be at lease 500 ft.
Jean Just, 13874 Ireland Ave NW, stated concerns about her dogs that are trained for hunting. Just said ' If the dogs hear gun shots they will take off, 99.9% of the time now there is no gunfire going off. Now, all of sudden we'll have to tie the dogs up everyday.   We would like to have a fence on both sides of the property to prevent animals from running on to the hunting property."
All of the town board supervisors express concerns about neighborhood animals and children that may be injured by the bird shots from the hunting preserve.  Supervisor stated that they would like to see a wider buffer zone between the hunting area and the adjacent property. Sobotta stated it is a safety issue and would like to see a four foot woven wire fence installed along the eastside of the property.  Mol expressed concerns about snowmobiles, if there is no fencing they might be on the property while hunting is going on. 
Sobotta moved to approve the CUP as presented with the following conditions:1) a 4ft woven wire fence be installed on the east side of property, 2) a 500 ft buffer on eastside of property 3) Have a annual review of CUP by township.  Mol seconded the motion.   Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Thomas & Michelle Knutson, 13542 Huber Ave NW approached the board with a request for a CUP to locate an internet sales business to buy and sell goods out of their home as a home occupation.  No advertising or customers will come to this location.  This type of business is regulated in Section 505 & 604.4 of the Wright County Zoning Ordinance.

Mol moved to give approval of the conditional use permit on the township level as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Linda Wente's Mobile Home Removal
Wente was unable to attend the meeting because she was ill.  The board agreed to delay a decision on the removal until the June 15th meeting but at that time will request a final plan for removing the mobile home.  Clerk Lee will contact Wente about coming to the June 15th meeting.

Marjorie Stuhr/Jean Just

Marjorie Stuhr/Jean Just, 997 120th St NW, approached the board with a request for a variance to replace existing one-level structure with a new dwelling with the same footprint, but to include a loft area. New dwelling will be no closer to the lake then the existing structure at 57.3' to the ordinary high water mark of lake.  The reason the variance is needed is because the loft increases the size of the home. 

Mol moved to approve of the variance as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Chris & Denise Van Lith
Chris & Denise Van Lith, 7745 125th Street NW, Annandale, presented a site plan for a subdivision of 4- 10 Acre lots. The property was rezoned from AG to AR in 2009.  Mol moved to approve the site plan as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia

Mike gave a report on the Sign Seminar that he attended on May 6, 2010.   It will be necessary for the township to adopt plan and policy for the new signage by 2012.  New signage must be installed by 2015.  It will be necessary to review what signs are already in place and then document why the sign is needed or if the sign will not be replaced.  There will be 3 more LTAP sign seminars this fall and Mike would like to have at least one of the supervisors attend one of the sessions.  
The survey on Greer Ave has been completed and RW signs have been installed.  There are some concerns about the township's right of way that abuts the property of Christopher Behm.  The board asked the clerk to send a letter to Mr. Behm to invite him to attend a monthly meeting within the next two months so the board can discuss with him the concerns.

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 8162-8180, Payroll Checks 8158-8161, and EFT 05/18-05/18a PERA & CC for the total amount of $ 107,250.88 were approved for payment.    

With no further business to come before the board, Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 10:11 pm.  Minutes approved at June 15, 2010 meeting.
______________________________              ________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       Dave Nelson, Chair
Date________________                                 Date____________________
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