Clearwater Township






Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
October 15, 2013
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday October 15, 2013 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor David Nelson, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Ron Schabel, Jim Lee & Sharon Lee, Greg Roisen, John Notsch, Fred Bengston, Eran Sandquist, Pat Saulte
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda; reg. meeting minutes of September 17, 2013, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Nelson moved to accept the report as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   None
Greg Roisen – 15871 Forsyth Ave NW, Variance request
Mr. Roisen approached the board regarding a variance request to construct an addition and garage that will be 10ft from the side yard setback.  Mr. Roisen indicated that it is the same variance just a slight change in plans.  He will be going a little smaller with the request of the County.  Sobotta made a motion to recommend the approval of the variance as requested, Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Eran Sandquist – Pheasants Forever / MN DNR

Eran Sandquist of Pheasants Forever told the board about a plan to purchase 615 acres that would eventually become a state Wildlife Management area.  Sandquist indicated that they were approached by the Smith family, who owns the 615 acres, of which 440 acres are in Clearwater Township and the rest is in Stearns County.  They would be using outdoor Heritage Fund dollars to acquire the land with the intention to donate it to the Minnesota DNR. Mol asked how long it would take before it would be taken over by the Minnesota DNR. Sandquist indicated they would start immediately, however, it can take up to three years before it is final.  While Pheasants Forever owns the property the taxes will remain the same.  Once the state takes over, the township and county will receive payment in lieu of taxes (PILT), a program that has been in existence for years that reimburses jurisdictions for public lands. Sandquist indicated the goal would be to purchase the land by the end of December.
Joint Compost Site/ Brush disposal area with City of Clearwater & Lynden Township
City of Clearwater would like to have a meeting with Clearwater Township to discuss.  Mol indicated that he is not in favor to have a Compost Site/Brush disposal at Clearwater Township site, Sobotta agreed.  A meeting is set with the City of Clearwater on October 22nd at 7:00pm at City Hall to discuss along with Orderly Annexation agreement and Satellite Fire Station.
Review Mutual Aid Agreement with Silver Creek & Maple Lake Townships


Townships are looking at having an agreement with the three townships, Attorney drafted agreement.  Board is ok with the draft Township Cooperative Agreement.  Will set a time to meet with Silver Creek & Maple Lake Townships.
Update on quarterly Township Officers Meeting
Dave Nelson & Kristin Helwig attended.  Updates from the Commissioners: Metal Detectors were moved from the front doors up to the Court room area only – signing program is almost done.  Next meeting will be a the Jail – Weed inspector gave a presentation.

Pat Sawatzke was at the meeting and gave some updates as to what was happening at the county level.  Sawatzke indicated that at the last meeting we had asked about the County Road 7 project, it will not be just an overlay.  The board did ask if they could look at the Sugar Lake Access that is on County Road 7 to see if there were something they could do to make this safer for the vehicles traveling on the road and for the people using the access.  Sawatzke will bring that up to the HWY Department.  They have hired a Week Inspector and he will start on Jan. 1st, 2014.  They have finished the budget and the overall budget did go down slightly – on average people should be paying less. 
Correspondence - Updates
· Board certified the Township road Mileage
Road Maintenance Report-   

Salt will be delivered the end of October, will start the fall mowing and keep cutting brush
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #8978-9001 and  eft 1015f, eft1015p, eft1015s, eft1017.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.  
______________________________                   ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman                    Date____________________
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