Clearwater Township  


 Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)


 May 21, 2013
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Supervisor Dave Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: John Notsch, Ron Schabel, Viola Anderson, Vicki Anderson, Nancy Fiske, Jennifer Dhein, William Dhein, Bill Lee, Abe Maier, Carol Maier, Ken Dohrmann, Rose Thelen
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda, Reg. meeting minutes of April 16, 2013, and board of Review Min of May 1, 2013. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   None
Grover & 150th road project
Supervisor Sobotta explained the plan on correcting the intersection on Grover & 155th and continuing down Grover to the intersection of 150th.  The Township would work with the Engineer to make sure they were brought up to specification and corrected for the safety of the public.  Since this directly impacts the land owners in this area you were invited to ask for your comments and concerns.   The first steps if we proceed would be to get it surveyed and make sure we know where the Right of Way, second we would meet with the Engineer to see what needs to be done.  We are sure that some dirt would be needed and we may have to acquire some land.  As the work progresses the township would meet with each land owner that is affected to find out how they be affected and how they would want to be compensated for either the dirt we would be taking or the land.   In some areas the road may need to be raised as much as 6ft and depending on the engineer’s report there may need to be culverts put in.  Questions were asked regarding cost and why it needs to be done and if there has been any accidents.  Main reason would be for safety; however, there have been no accidents that the township has been made aware of.  It was brought up that the Grover & 155th intersection was redone in 1974 and the feeling is that there are other locations that need more work than that section.  Residents felt that 150th from Grover heading towards hasty was a very heavy traveled road and the money could be better spent on doing something with that road. It was asked about putting tar on that portion of road and if in the long run we would save money?  Another area of concern was the Corner by Millers on Grover since there has been many cars that have gone in the ditch.  It was asked if the county would contribute any money towards a town road if it was a short cut from County road to County rd.  The Township Board agreed that they would do more research as to what could be done on 150th and look at the cost of Tar vs. keeping it Gravel.  When they go on the Road review the will again visit that stretch of road and report back to the residence what they feel will be the best solution and again ask for their comments and concerns.
Nixon Lake Access
Bill Lee approached the board regarding the Township Owned Nixon Lake Access.  Bill indicated that there are vehicles using this as a playground, meeting there at night and tearing in and out of the access.  He is concerned about the health of the lake with some run off of water going towards the lake and to the back wet land area, no bath room or trash cans.  Who is in charge of the maintenance – nothing has been done for years.  He continues to go down and mow and pick up trash regularly.    He would like to see something done or have it closed.  Residence made comments regarding the need for the access since it is a small lake noting that it is used by a lot of the town’s residence in the summer for swimming and in the winter by ice fisherman.  The board agreed that something needed to be done and agreed on the following for a short term solution to see if it would eliminate some of the issues they are seeing:
1) A Porta-Potty will be there by the end of the week (going forward it will be there from Opening Fishing – Labor day week-end)
2) We will talk to Wright County Sheriff’s office regarding more patrol at night and give them the lic. #’s of the vehicles that have been tearing around
3) Will either get a garbage or go down on a regular basis to clean up, will mow the area regularly, do some tree trimming going down into the access, and fix ramp at the boat landing

4) Will check into signage with rules for the access

We will do a follow-up in the next few months to see if it has been better and also again in the fall.  
Commercial Tourism Ordinance Amendments – Carried over from last month’s meeting
Mol gave an updated as to the discussion by the Planning commission and indicated that they had sent it back to Planning and Zoning to have it rewritten to not be as restrictive.  There was a lot of discussion regarding orchards & wineries.  Planning and Zoning will rewrite and get us a revised version.
Clean Up Day Results
Clean-up day was a success with 107 participating – up 20 from last year.  There were 90 Appliances, 67 Tires, 70 Electronics & 11,500 lbs. of Scrap Metal.  Thanks to all the volunteers.
Summer Short Course – Set for June 17, 2013 in St. Cloud (Dan & Jean may attend)
Legal Seminar June 13th – Albertville – Dan will try to attend
Set date for road review



Scheduled road review for Wednesday June 12, 2013 6:30pm
Correspondence - Updates
Received contract from Innovative Processing for producing our newsletters – Nelson made a motion to approve the contract from Innovative Processing as written, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Township Response Form for Review of Bigalk CUP – Board indicated that they have had no complaints and asked any residence if they had any comments.  Bill Lee indicated that he has had no issues and that they seem to be doing a good job.  The Town Board agreed that the applicant is complying with the conditions of the permit and did see the need for a new hearing on the matter at this time.
There will be a Joint Planning board meeting at the Township Hall on April 22nd @ 7pm.
Road Maintenance Report-   

Mike has been putting down gravel on 148th, 140th, and Ireland.  He will continue gravel on 160th, Grunwald, Huber & Ireland.  There was some concern regarding gravel in the road ditches, this came mostly from the last snow fall in April when the gravel was already thawed.  There was a call regarding widening the amount of Calcium on Hart Ave.  This will be looked into on the Road review.
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #8878 - 8895 and  eft 521f, eft521p,  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 pm.  
______________________________              ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman                    Date____________________
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