Clearwater Township        
Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
March 20, 2012
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20, 2012 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta and Dave Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Cristin & Stephen Broughton, Brandon Hanebuth, Dave Ellis, Jim Lee, Sharon Lee, Verna Rieder, Jessica Rieder, Nancy Fiske, Sonny Glazier, Karen Durant, Mary Fritz-Barfnecht, Donald Barfnecht, Kristy Bigalk, Jon Bigalk, John Notsch, Sue Henstein, Jack Austin, Clara & Carlos Lopez, John Rausch, Mike Gohman, Marie Taylor, Alainna Dingmann, Brad Wurm, Kelly Wurm, John Pazik, Judith Pazik, Ron Schabel, Brenda Schem, Joe Poirier, Judy Lindemann, Galen Hempel, Pat Chaplin
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Sobotta made a motion to approve the agenda and the Reg. meeting minutes of February 21st, 2012, Chairman Mol seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Jon & Kristy Bigalk - Conditional Use Permit
Jon & Kristy own 20 acres north of Nixon Lake @ 7864 145th St NW, they currently own Williams BBQ Ribs and would like to petition for a Conditional Use Permit for a Commercial Outdoor Recreation to conduct outdoor events such as wedding, reunions, and other miscellaneous gatherings. They would use the existing agriculture building (30x60) for shelter to serve food and provide entertainment.  Planning Commission will review/determine if structure is appropriate, structure will not have food preparation or bathroom facilities and food will be catered.  They have 6 acres of pasture which will be used for outdoor events and parking.  Supervisor Nelson asked about traffic on 145th, 148th, and Huber, it was noted that the roads already have calcium put on them to help with the maintenance of the roads.  They are looking at this as a seasonal event center, mostly summer weekends, with music in the building.  They have gone out and talked to the neighbors and received positive response from those they spoke with. There would be no parking on the road and they have enough capacity for 100-300 people. It was asked if alcohol would be served, they are still looking into the liability and insurance at this point, however, they would not be seeking a liquor license., therefore, would not be selling alcohol.  They are looking at 10 - 20 events with in a 5 month period.  Supervisor Sobotta made a motion to approve the recommendation for a Conditional Use Permit for a Commercial Outdoor Recreation Center, Mol seconded the motion - Nelson asked to note the concern with noise, alcohol, sanitation and ask that the county make recommendations as to the hours of operation, number of people and sanitation requirements, ect.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Cristin & Stephen Broughton/ Fish Lake Association
Conditional use permit for Broughton Kennels; Cristin & Stephen Broughton addressed the board regarding letters and e-mails that have been sent along with information that was brought before the Wright County Planning Commission.  Issues that were raised were water quality and noise, barking dogs & gun training.  Broughton's indicated that the kennel would not be with in the water shed of the lake, they are building a thermo insulated shed that would house the dogs to keep noise at a minimum and that there are woods between where the kennel will be and the lake. They indicated that within the building there is a trench which will be cleaned up daily, bagged and hauled away. Most of the training is done with dogs that are under 9 month old and they take the older dogs to state land to run them.  They would allow the dogs in the water from Jun-Aug; however, it is very controlled and would only be a couple at a time. Gun training is with a 22 trim which is like a pistol and any use of a shot gun would be on the far end of their property. Training varies and they would be using a steel shop not a lead shot. The board asked how often they gun train; right now they do it on weekends. Broughtons also indicated they are planning on putting up a 4 ft fence on the south end of the property due to the daycare on that side and they would have the exercise area fenced in as well.  They have the breeding rights of 11 dogs right now and exporting dogs overseas at 9 - 12mo old.  Average litter is 6 puppies - Supervisor Nelson also noted that the property is zoned Ag, therefore, there would be the possibility of cows, pigs, or horses.  With that it was opened to the floor:
Karen Durant - resident at 15777 Forsythe Ave which is directly across the lake from this property. Karen indicated that she is concerned with the noise going across the lake, with hours of operation into the night.  She is concerned about the dogs being outside running and the waste it may generate that could go into the lake.
John Notsch - resident at 16025 Forsythe Ave - Fish Lake Association has been working on cleaning up the lake - with dogs swimming in lake they will tear up the milfoil which could affect the quality of the lake and shoreline.  They did not know anything about the kennel request until they received a letter from the county.  The lake is a recreational lake where people come out to enjoy the weekend and relax not listen to dogs barking and gun training.

Sonny Glazier - 15776 Griffith Ave - Noted that there is no driveway to get into the property and how they would put one in. They are asking for a kennel that is 5x bigger than the other kennel that is already on the lake.
Mary Fritz Barfnecht - 16127 Gowan Ave - Mary noted that this is going to be their 3rd summer at the lake and she is worried about the noise.  Will their be constraints that will limit the times of training?

Brandon Hanebuth - 16256 Cty Rd 7 NW - He is on the North side with 60 acres, his concern is with the gun training with the possibility of the gun shot traveling and the disturbance to the wildlife that is currently out in the area.

Sue Henstein - 16087 Gowan Ave- Moved out to the area because they liked the quite location - peaceful. With 8 litters of puppies and many dogs in the water the peacefulness will be gone.

Judy Lindemann -    - home is just 3 doors down and she is concerned with the training and barking noise.

Jessica Rieder - 16001 Forsythe Ave - across from the lake and can hear everything from that side of the lake.

Galen Hempel - 15914 Greer Ave - invited Broughtons to come listen to how the noise echo's across the lake. We do not want to deprive you this just may not be the place for a kennel.
Pat Chaplin - 6396 157th 1/2 street- worried about noise, traffic, guns and the shooting of live shells.  In the winter there would be no trees for sound barrier.

Carlos Lopez - 15931 Forsythe Ave - East side of the lake, did not hear anything from the Broughtons until they received the letters from homeowners around the lake.  Worried about the 400 lbs of feces that the dogs would produce a year and the wood burner, smoke and ashes.

Kelly Wurm - 6300 157 1/2 Street - concerned with the noise with 10-11 dogs and up to 35, she appreciates the serenity they have at the lake.

John Notch - 16025 Forsythe Ave - noted that when he talked to planning and zoning office that the township is responsible for noise complaints.

Marie Taylor - enjoys the peacefulness of the lake and worried about the number of dogs in the lake.

Mike Gohman - 6401 157th Street - heard a lot of valid concerns and hopes the township takes that into consideration.

Brenda Scherr - 16251 Gowan Ave - noted they will put a fence on the south side of property but what about when they are in the lake?
Board brought it back to the Broughtons to address some of the concerns:

· They will be building their home on this property

· Their dogs mature at 40 lb

· 70% of the dogs go out of state and are sent to rural MN

· They will have both the wood burner and forced air heat

· It is legal for anyone to shoot fire arms on their own property, however, they do plan on going to state property for the older dogs for training during the months they are allowed to do so

· They feel it is important to have a good relationship with the neighbors and if there were any complaints it would be taken care of immediately.  They also want to use the lake for personal recreation and do not want to damage the integrity of the lake

· They are looking at going to 20 dogs with in 10 years

· They currently have there dogs in town at their home in South Brook and have not had any complaints
Supervisor Nelson indicated the could look at requesting conditions be put on the conditional use permit, Mol indicated that they seem to be high end types of dogs and looks like they are trying to work the neighbors and the concerns that are being raised, they could put a limitation as to the time the training took place. Mol asked if restrictions were put on the conditional use permit would they be able to come to an agreement.  John Notsch & Karen Durant both raised the concern again about the lake & noise of having multiple dogs on the property; restrictions are not going to control that.  Nelson indicated the County will have the final say at the April 19th meeting, there is a site inspection scheduled for April 17th.  Nelson made a motion to continue to the April 17th, 2012 for further review and a site inspection, Mol seconded the motion.  Jessica Rieder let the board know they are welcome to come to her place on the south side of the lake so that understand the noise issue.
Spring Short Course

Will be held in St. Cloud on March 26th, 2012 - Dan, Bruce & Dave will plan on attending.

Wright County Township Officers Assoc Annual Meeting

Will be held at Middleville Township Hall on April 12, 2012 - Dan, Dave, Jean, Kristen plan on attending.

Board of Appeal/Equalization meeting set for May 2nd, 2012 @ 7pm

Set Date for Road Review
Board set the date for Monday April 23rd, 6:30 pm for the annual road review.
Clearwater Lions Beer License
Nelson made a motion to approve the License for the Clearwater Lions, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
Mike did go out and start grading; he may have taken a little too much on one road if it does not rain tonight.  Have not had many boils - saw a few coming and will continue to watch them.
Mike is researching what it would cost to rebuild and blacktop on Gowan with a 20 year fix, along with what the cost would be to rebuild Grover with our road specs. He will also check into what our next steps would be in Mississippi Oaks which is currently tarred.  How would we handle the expense, is this something that would be assessed to the homeowners our come out of the budget?

Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

Covered by check #8582-8599 and eft 0320f, eft 0320p, eft 0320s, eft0308.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 10:02 pm.  
______________________________              ________________________

Jean M Just,  Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman
Date________________                                 Date____________________
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