Clearwater Township






Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
January 13, 2014
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday January 13, 2014 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor David Nelson, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Ron Schabel, Sharon Lee, Jim Lee, John Notsch, Carol Halvorson, Cindy Mcwilliams Anderson, Russ Anderson
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the McWilliams Variance Request; reg. meeting minutes of December 17, 2013, Special Meeting Minutes of December 17, 2013. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Clerk Jean Just read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   
McWilliams Anderson Variance Request – 10505 120th Street NW

Cindy McWilliams Anderson & Russ Anderson approached the board with a request to build a 32’ x 43.8” post-beam garage on the property that will be 63’ from the centerline of County Road 128 Minimum setbacks are 130’ from centerline of county roads.  Discussion by the board regarding if they are adding an additional driveway, if they will be meeting the impervious requirement, and where water run-off will be going.  Property owner indicated that they will not be adding another driveway, the current one will access the garage. The lot is large enough to have a building of that size and they will meet the impervious coverage.  Run off from the garage will go away from the lake side as the current slope of the land runs away from the lake.
Sobotta made a motion to recommend the approval of the proposed variance, Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Sharon Lee & Carol Halvorson – Clearwater Area Historical Society – continued from Dec. Meeting
The Clearwater Area Historical Society is working on applying for their 501c3, however, until they do they would like to see if they could get under the Townships umbrella so that people that make donations could use the donation as a tax credit.  They are estimating that it will take about 1 – 1 1/2 years before they will get their 501c3.  Clerk Just received information from the Township Attorney Mike Couri and Kyle Hartnett from the MN Association of Townships indicating that they did not feel they meet the criteria to receive the funds.  Couri indicated that the way he is reading the Minnesota Statute it indicated the payments would have to be made to the County Historical Society and that he way on the conservative side and not make that arrangement.  Hartnett stated the same information indicated that they would have to be approved by the state as a County Historical Society and he is uncertain why the township would want to get into such an arrangement.  Sharon and Carol will do some more checking with the Historical Society since they are the ones that indicated it could be done and Clerk Just will follow with more information with the MN Association of Townships.  Nelson moved to have this continued to the February 10, 2013 township meeting. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.   
Dahlberg Kennel – Township response form continued from December 17, 2013 meeting
The board reviewed information received from the Minnesota Federated Humane Societies indicating there had been a complaint regarding the kennel.  A puppy that was sold was infected with ear mites and coccidia which were confirmed by the purchases Veterinarian.  They have done an onsite inspection and indicated that there were more than the allowed 13 dogs on the property and additional puppies on site do seem to have ear mites.  Dahlberg was instructed that to take the two puppies to her Vet for an examination with in the week and that the results were to be sent to Stacy Marquardt, County Planner, at Wright County.  At this time she has not received any information from Dahlberg that this has been done.  In addition, the owners of the other puppies in the litter and any other puppies exposed to this litter were to be called and instructed to take their puppies in to be check for both ear mites and coccidia.  They attempted to do an additional site visit; however, they were told that Ms. Dahlberg was not home.
Sobotta made a motion to recommend to Wright County that to the best of their knowledge, the applicant is not complying with the terms of the permit, and believe the County should have a new hearing to review the permit noting that the applicant should allow the Federated Humane Society in to do and inspection and work with Dahlberg to get the kennel in compliance with in the next 30 days and if brought in compliance it will be reviewed again in one year. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Wright Hennepin Electric Security Camera Quote
Township received a quote from Wright Hennepin Electric to place Security Camera’s both outside and inside the township building. Board discussed how many cameras’ they would want and where they should be placed. Sobotta made a motion to accept the quote as presented with the addition of 1 additional interior camera.  Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Annual Meeting is set for March 11th, 2014 @ 7:30pm- 
Set Date for Spring Clean-up day 

Set date for May 17th from 8-12, Will begin process to ask for quotes

Wright County Twp Office Meeting Update- 
Meeting was help and the Wright County Jail w/ a tour; subject discussed was the HWY Transportation Bill which the MN Association of Townships is asking for the Townships support in.  Nelson indicated that it will not be up for review again until 2015 and that 35-40% of the funds are used for light rail which does not affect the townships.

Spring Short Course – Mach 25th 2014 


Jean, Dan, Dave and Bruce will try to attend
Set date for Board of Audit 


Date is set for February 18th, 2014
Correspondence - 
MN Assoc. of Townships support on Transportation Funding – Board indicated that at this time they would not like to sign a resolution.   
Joint Planning Board Member at Large term has expired – Would we would like to recommend keeping John Notch as the Member at Large?  Nelson recommended keeping John Notch as the Member at Large, Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Road Maintenance Report-   

Ludenia indicated that the salt shed is ½ empty; Sobotta and Mike will be meeting with the DNR regarding Illsley road changes this week to see what options we will have.  Will continue to plow, salt, and sand.  Clerk Just indicated that we did hear from Wright County Highway department and they will be looking into the sugar Lake access and the turn lanes by St. Lukes church as they start the County Road 7 road project.  Just indicated that the carpets need to be cleaned and asked if the board was ok with getting someone out to do that.  Board indicated that we should look at doing them right before the annual meeting.
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #9036-9050 and  eft 111, eft114p, eft114f.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.  
______________________________                   ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman                    Date____________________
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