Clearwater Township        
Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
April 17, 2012
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta and Dave Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Cristin & Stephen Broughton, Brandon & Sarah Hanebuth, Jim Lee, Sharon Lee, Verna Rieder, Nancy Fiske, Sonny Glazier, Karen Durant, Mary Fritz-Barfnecht, Donald Barfnecht, John Notsch, Sue Henstein, Jack Austin, Clara Lopez, Doc Gohman, Jane Gohman, Marie Taylor, Alainna Dingmann, Brad Wurm, Kelly Wurm, John Pazik, Judith Pazik, Ron Schabel, Brenda Schem, Joe Poirier, Galen Hempel, Pat Chaplin, Ron Jaeger, Mary Kemkes, Don Kemkes, Jenealyn Mitchell, Lisa Phaneuf, David Phaneuf
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Sobotta made a motion to approve the agenda and the Reg. meeting minutes of March 20, 2012, Correction was asked to be made on the minutes indicating that the Broughtons currently have 10 dogs at their home in South Brook. Supervisor Nelson seconded the motion to approve the minutes with changes. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Nelson moved to accept the report as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Reminder of the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting - May 2, 2012

Wednesday at 7pm - need to call county to get on the agenda - currently only 1 on the agenda

Spring Short Course/Quarterly Township Meeting updates
*Spring Short Course covered information on the Legislative updates, open meeting laws and road inspections/reviews.

*Quarterly Meeting - Sign evaluation has been completed, we will receive a report in 2-3 weeks which will outline what our township will do, and they will call and set up a time to go out on a road review to discuss the changes that should be done.  If we make any changes from what is recommended we need to clearly document why.  Discussions took place on the Redistricting of the County.

Cristin & Stephen Broughton
Conditional use permit for Broughton Kennels;   on site Inspection was done today by the county and the township. Several township residence were there along with the Broughton's who brought one of their dogs.  They walked the property and looked at where the proposed building would be located.  Chairman Mol asked if anyone had anything new they would like to bring before the board.
John Notsch asked that since supervisor Sobotta is a title holder of the property if he would be recusing himself, Supervisor Sobotta stated that he has no interest in the property and would not benefit in any way.  Chairman Mol stated that since Bruce has would not benefit either way that he would not have to abstain from voting.  Karen Durant commented that as the township grows we look what properties that are currently zoned AG and may become residential.  Will allowing the Kennel support future changes in the area and will it be a good fit for the community.  Supervisor Nelson asked if anyone that walked the property had any change in their opinion. Sue Henstein indicated that you can still hear the noise even with the tree's coverage - Mari Taylor indicated that they are only going to put a dock in right now and the we are getting half truths, we are only hearing what they want us to hear and asked that we represent the residence that are already part of the township - John Notsch indicated that there is a drainage gully on the property and feel that it will wash into the lake - Brandon Henebuth looked at the where the kennel is going to be and it is close to the property line  - many others still had a concern with so many dogs, noise ect.  Brad Wurm indicated that we also have to look at the CUP going with the property and that they do not even own this property yet.  Supervisor Nelson indicated that he is not concerned with runoff into the lake and personally would not have a problem with this kennel, however, a CUP is a privilege and many of the people in the existing community seem to oppose the CUP.  Chairman Mol also indicated that he can see good argument for both sides and agrees there is enough room and a good buffer for noise; 
however, they have a responsibility to the citizens of the township. Supervisor Nelson made a motion to not recommend the CUP for the Broughton Kennel; Chairman Mol seconded the motion, Supervisor Sobotta abstained.
Fish Lake Association - John Notsch
John Notsch asked the board to help with the condition of the Fish Lake access, it is in bad shape and difficult to get in and out off, the planks are heaving and at this point you could not land a boat.  He has done some checking with the DNR and found that it is the Townships responsibility.  Chairman Mol state that he was out there over the weekend and agreed it was in need of some work.  Maintenance Supervisor Mike Ludenia indicated they would need to go in with a back hoe and pick up the planks to level them back down and would need to have some gravel & rock brought in.  John indicated that the DNR would give them some signage would it be ok for the association to put them in.  After further discussion the board asked Mike to go ahead and make the improvements that are needed so that people could get in and out of the access to land their boat and if the association would like to put up the DNR signs that would be fine.  Mike will work on getting it completed by May 15th, 2012
Planter in front of township building
Board asked Jim if he would take care of the planter again this year
Correspondence
Annual Bridge Inspection came back with not changes to our bridges.  
Nelson Rental will bring Porta Potty out for Nixon Lake Access by May 7th

Clean-Up, Sonsteby brought in bid to do the clean up for this year, it was decided that we would keep French Lake for this year and talk to Sonsteby for 2013 Clean up day - hrs are 8-12 on 
May 19th
Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
Culvert on Gowan - Mike has been in contact with Roger Stovall the Hydrologist and is waiting for information.  They have lined up someone to camera the culvert so that they can see the condition, however, the water level does have to go down before this can happen. Mike Zieska has been evolved from MN Soil & Water and it has been determined that the culvert is not failing.
Moving of Behm Mailbox - Mike will go ahead and move the mailbox after the 1st, go ahead and use our post and send a bill once it has been completed.

Mike indicated that he will start doing gravel April 18th on the Annandale side and hopes to be done by the 1st of May.

Mike received quotes on Blacktop - Phase 1 doing approx 1 mile from Grover to 155th street intersection $44,500 just for the survey, design & right of way acquisition plus $120,750 for blacktop, Phase 2 doing approx 1 mile from Grover & 155th intersection running south to 150th street, $37,000 for survey, design & right of way acquisitions plus $75,350 for blacktop.  Ron Schabel state that we should keep in mind that MN DOT's plan is to take part of that road; John Pazik indicated that he did not see a need to tar the gravel portion of the road since only 4 people live on the gravel.  Mike also mentioned that if we needed move dirt the cost could be higher.  At this time nothing is going to be done, just wanted to get an idea of what the costs are going to be if we decide to black top any of the roads in the future.
Rose Thelen approached the board regarding the redistricting changes that are being looked at and 
asked that the board review and send a letter to the county board on what they feel would be the 
best fit for them.  Supervisor Dave Nelson made a motion to support options 7-10 of the possible 
re-districting maps because Clearwater Township is more rural and it will take more of the townships 
interest into consideration. Motion was seconded by Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Motion passed 3-0.

Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

Covered by check #8600-8614 and eft0401, eft0408, eft0417f, eft0417p.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:21 pm.  
______________________________              ________________________

Jean M Just,  Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman
Date________________                                 Date____________________
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