Clearwater Township     
Minutes-March 17, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Dan Mol and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Ron & Debbie Schabel, Clara & Carlos Lopez
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Supervisor Mol seconded the motion. The motion carried, with all members present voting in favor.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Mol moved to accept the report as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Legislative Bill SF913
Chairman Nelson presented information on the Legislative Bill SF 913 relating to requiring land use planning and limiting certain types of development; prohibiting new incorporations.  If the bill would pass a city's growth area may extend into the unincorporated area beyond the city limits in any direction. The city has the exclusive right to plan, adopt, and enforce official controls in its growth area as thought the area were within the city.    If the bill would pass it could change Clearwater Township Orderly Annexation Agreement with the City of Clearwater. Ken Sulem, Attorney for Minnesota Association of Township's is working with the Senators and House of Representative to make sure this bill does not pass.  
Lobby Day at the Capital will be March 18, 2009 from 9:00 am-11:00 am.
Stickney Crossing Library
At the February meeting Wally Westerberg from the Stickney Crossing Library had requested an increase in funding for the library. Clearwater Township has been contributing $1,000 per year to the Library.  Wally had asked for an increase of $400.00.  Supervisor Mol moved to increase the funding from $1,000 to $1,500 per year.  Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Wright County Assessor-Chase Philippi
Chase stated that the state law mandates the assessor to value property at market value and classify it according to its use as of January 2nd of the assessment year.

The timeline allows for an appeals process and the compilation of tax capacities for the following year.  The current 2009 Notification of Valuation and Classifications statement reflects market values determined as of the January 2, 2009 assessment date which uses statistical data compiled from actual real property sales occurring from October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008.

The residential real estate market is being influenced by extreme economic factors and foreclosures that have not been seen in recent history.  Chase stated that they had to get sales information from Silver Creek, Corinna and Clearwater Township in order to get enough actual real property sales.  Clearwater Township market value went down by 6.33% and will be assessed at 86.73 %.  Market Assessment value has gone down but taxes will go up because of County, School and Township levies.
Sales in Clearwater Township (2) residential, (1) Mississippi River sale, (3) Foreclosures and (5) land sales.

The change in Green Acres could increase the taxable market value of land by 31%; Clearwater Township will see a lot of changes in the Green Acre program and classification of land from AG to Residential.  

Board of Review for Clearwater Township will be on May 5, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

Clearwater River Watershed District will have a meeting to organize a work group to discuss future wastewater treatment needs.  The meeting will be on Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at 6:30 pm at the Kimball City Hall.  Dan Mol will be the representative from Clearwater Township.

Wright County Sheriff Quarterly Report was presented.

Upcoming Events:

Township Officers Short Course Meeting- March 23, 2009 in St Cloud, Dan Mol and
Sharon Lee will attend.

Sky Warn Training- March 24, 2009 at 2-:40 pm and 6:30-9:00 pm

Board of Review- May 5, 2009

Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
Road Review was set for April 7, 2009 at 6:00 pm

Discussed Elder Ave- Clearwater Twp and Silver Creek Twp maintain as a 50/50 split.

Mike discussed the CC application and would like to have Clearwater Twp and Silver Creek Twp apply CC alternate years.  The board suggested having Clearwater Twp in odd number years and Silver Creek Twp in even number years.  Dan Mol stated that we should have an amendment made to the current agreement between the two townships.  Chairman Nelson will contact Silver Creek Twp chairman John Jones. Clerk Lee will draw up an amendment draft and have it signed by both townships.
The board gave approval for Mike to give training to Kevin Ludenia and David Smith on operating the township grader.

Award the contract for blacktopping Grover Ave to Mid-Minnesota Hotmix, Inc.  $34,000.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7780-7794 & 7799-7802, Payroll Checks 7795--7798, Credit Card- 03/09, and PERA 03/17 for the total amount of $ 10,060.02 were approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________

PAGE  
3

