Special Meeting- August 26, 2009
Clearwater Township

A Special Meeting was held at Clearwater Township Hall on August 26th at 7:00 pm. The City of Clearwater Council Members, Clearwater Twp Board, and Joint Planning Members met to discuss possible changes to the COAA, consider forming a committee to review the current COAA which expires in 2013 and discuss a future agreement between the City and the Township.

Present:  Clearwater Township Supervisors: Bruce Sobotta, Dave Nelson, Dan Mol and Clerk Sharon Lee, City Council Members: Lee Monk, Vern Scott, Kris Crandell, Gary Phelps, Kelly Koopmeiners, Jennifer Wothe, City Administrator, Cynthia Strach, City Planner, Carol Halvorson, Joint Planning Board, Rose Thelen, Joint Planning Board.

Carol Halvorson, Chair of Joint Planning Board opened the meeting and presented information on the history of the current COAA that was signed in 1998.  This was a 15 year agreement between the City of Clearwater and Clearwater Township.  The agreement was formed so the city and the township could plan for future growth.

A Joint Planning Board was established to oversee planning and zoning with in the COAA.  The Joint Planning Board has all the authority of a governing body to adopt and enforce planning, subdivision and zoning regulations within the COAA.  The Joint Planning Board has 2 members from the township, two members from the city, one member at-large and Wright County Planning & Zoning Administrator.
Rose Thelen, Joint Planning Board member stated that there have been changes in the state laws since the COAA was signed.  The agreement should be changed to reflect those changes so the agreement would achieve what everybody thought it had when they signed the agreement.

Jennifer Wothe stated that some of the decisions made by the joint planning board, allowed different heights for signs on commercial properties, reflected the county's regulations and not necessarily city standards.  She stated that the city's planning & zoning would like more input into the decisions made by the joint planning board. 

The City and the Township agreed to select two members to serve on a COAA committee.  The plan is to select the members at the next city council meeting on Sept. 8th and Clearwater Township meeting on Sept. 15th
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