Clearwater Township 

Regular Board Meeting     
April 20, 2010
UNAPPROVED MINUTES
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Bruce Sobotta and Dan Mol, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in: Jim Lee, Ron Schabel, John Pazik, Jean Just, Brad Miller, Audrey Habisch, Brent Olson, Doc & Jane Gohman, Sue Henstein, Donald and Mary B.

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Mol made a motion to approve the agenda and the Regular Mtg. minutes of March 16, 2010 as presented. Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Mol moved to accept the report as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Update on Asphalt replacement project on Gowan Ave.

John Pazik read a report about Gowan Ave.  Some of the highlights from the report include the following: 1) Gowan Ave was turned over to the township by the county in 1994.  2) In 26 years approximately $15,000 has been spent on maintaining the paved portion of the road.  3) Gowan Ave plays an important role in the ecosystem of Fish Lake and Fish Creek 4) He made a request that the board reconsider its decision to pay off the grader early and to reconsider its decision to spend the entire budget on the hill if and when it does anything.  Instead, overlay the entire road now and buy another 20 years to work towards a more complete solution.  The entire report is on file in the Clerk's Office.
Chairman Dave Nelson stated that the board has looked at all the township roads; they will make the decision as to what roads will be done each year.  Gowan Ave is a dead-end road and has very little traffic; the overlay for Gowan Ave is not in the 2010 budget.  
Supervisor Sobotta stated that the board does not have future plans to tear up the road and return it all to gravel but will grind it up and reclaim the asphalt on (from Grover the Forsythe) Gowan Ave.  

The board made no further decision on Gowan Ave.
Audrey Habisch
Habisch, 8739 10th Street NW, approached the board with a request for information on vacating

the old portion of 140th Street which is located in front of her house. MnDot reconstructed a new intersection off of State Hwy 24 to access 140th Street NW but left an old portion in front of Habisch residence. She would like to have that old portion of township road vacated.  The board stated that they would not oppose the vacation of the old portion of 140th St NW but all of the expense involved in having the road vacated would have to be paid by Habisch.  Clerk Sharon Lee gave Habisch information that was obtained from Minnesota Association of Townships on the process of vacating a township road.
Darwin and Jane Gohman

Darwin and Jane Gohman presented a request for a variance to allow the division of the 60 acres by dividing off the east 20 acres (lying east of the road) from the rest of the farm. Have a lot line adjustment for the south 40 acres, using the ditch as the dividing line with road frontage on the public road that may be less than 300 feet in width.  The reason the variance is needed is that divisions of AG must follow a quarter-quarter sections lines, and have a minimum of 300' wide on a public road. 

Gohman would like to sell the two 40 acre parcels and build a new home on the 20 acres located on the east side of the road. Gorman's have 3 parcels of land that total over 100 acres so they can have 3 building entitlements.

Dan Mol moved to approve the variance as presented.  Motion seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Spring Clean-Up Day is set for June 19, 2010.  

Clerk Sharon Lee and Supervisor Sobotta presented information on charges for the Clean-Up Day on June 19th.  First pickup (6x8) load will be free, second pickup load will be $25.00, First large trailer load will be $25.00, second load will be $50.00.  Appliances: $13.00 each, AC $18.00 each, Tires: $2.00- $20.00 depending on size, and Electronics:  Computer monitors, computer towers, complete computer systems- $10.00- $30.00, TV's: $20-$50.00.    Sobotta moved to approve the fees for the clean-up day as presented.  Motion seconded by Mol. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A request from Don Helget of the Clearwater Lion's Club for the renewal of a 3.2 % malt liquor license was presented.  Mol moved to approve the renewal of a 3.2% liquor license for the Clearwater Lion's Club.  Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Township Legal Seminar will be held on Thursday, June 10, 2010 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm. at Rockwoods Banquet and Conference Center in Otsego.  Clerk Sharon Lee will call in the registration for Dan Mol, David Nelson, Bruce Sobotta, Jean Just and Sharon Lee. Registration, lunch and all materials are free. The legal seminar is sponsored by the law firm of Couri, MacArthur and Ruppe

Minnesota's Best Practices for Traffic Sign Maintenance and Management class will be held in Brainerd on May 6th at the Red Roof Inn.   Information on the new signage for the township will be presented at the meeting.  The board gave approval for Mike Ludenia to attend the meeting.
MN DOT Release of Trunk Hwy 24 & 140th Street
The Clerk received a notice of release of trunk highway from Minnesota Department of Transportation.  Portions of Trunk Highway No 24 not included within the right of way of said definite location are hereby released to the Township of Clearwater as follows:


-Approximately 1230 feet west and approximately 120 ft north of south quarter of Section 22, Twp 122 North,


   Range 27 W; thence easterly along the centerline of 140th Street NW for approximately 400 ft.



- Also including all that portion of Irvine Ave NW beginning at a point on the southwest line of 140th Street 


   NW; thence southerly along the centerline of Irvine Ave NW for 130 feet.



-  Also, including all that portion of a cul-de-sac located at the southerly terminus of Jarvis Ave NW

Detailed notice of release is on file at the Clerk's Office.
Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia

1)  Started hauling gravel on Tuesday, April 20 from the Annandale Pit.

2)   Will apply magnesium chloride to various township roads starting on Tuesday, April 21st, 
       will apply chloride to the roads that are not getting gravel first, then apply chloride to the
       roads that are being graveled.

3)  Brief discussion was held by the board on having survey's done on three turn arounds to establish 
the right of way.  Sobotta moved to have Greer Ave from Hwy 7, Gowan Ave NW from John   
Pazik's to Ron Schabel's property line and Hoyt Ave turn-around.  Motion seconded by Mol.  
Sobotta will contact Taylor Land Surveyor's in Monticello.

Other Business:

Clerk Lee stated that she had received several calls from Clearwater Township residents about several men selling long-term cancer insurance.  The men stated that they had been sent by the county and the township and the people needed to purchase long-term cancer insurance from them. Several of the township's older residents stated that the men would not leave their property but kept insisting that they had to buy insurance.  
One township resident would like the township to have an ordinance in regard to peddlers and solicitors.  Supervisor Nelson stated that it would be too difficult to enforce an ordinance to stop peddlers and solicitors in the township and at this time he doesn't feel we need an ordinance. The board all agreed that no ordinance was needed at this time.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 8090-8099, Payroll Checks 8081-8088, and EFT 0421-0421a PERA & CC for the total amount of $ 11,733.87 were approved for payment.    

With no further business to come before the board, Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.  
Minutes will be presented for approval on May 18, 2010

______________________________              ________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       Dave Nelson, Chair
Date________________                           Date____________________
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