Clearwater Township        
Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
September 18, 2012
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Supervisor David Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Jim Lee, Sharon Lee, John Notsch, Ron Schabel, Todd Lewis, Evan Sand, Aaron Sand, Jeanette Sand, John & Bonnie Schacherer, Oralyn & Pat Fisher, John Peterson, Keith Jerpse3th, Pat Sawatszke
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda, the Reg. meeting minutes of August 21, 2012, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:  Ron Schabel asked to get a copy of the Grunwald litigation – Mike Couri, Townships Attorney indicated that he would email him a copy.
Public hearing regarding Mandatory Cartway
Mike Couri opened the hearing stating that under state law if the owner qualifies, the town board must establish the cartway provided the person complies with the requirements. The petitioners have complied with all requirements at this time.
Appraisal was completed by Nagell Appraisal & Consulting – The appraisal assumes that the current driveway is where the cartway will be established.  Board members have received a copy of the appraisal for review.  The cartway is 152ft in length, Todd Lewis is the owner of the property and it was petitioned by Oralyn, John & Pat Fisher.  Two items were taken into account 1) is the value of the land taken for the cartway & 2) Severance damage due to splitting of ½ acre of Mr. Lewis’s property.  The Appraisal looked at comparable property in the area to establish the price per acre of $5000 – approximately .23 will be taken for the Cartway at a value of $1200, approximately ½ acre is affected by the separation property owned reducing the value of Mr. Lewis’s property by another $1300 for a total of $2500.00.
Mr. Lewis does not agree with the Appraisal indicating that his property value is going down and the Fisher property value is going to increase.  When the state had to buy property for the Highway they paid $9000 acre.  Discussion was held to see if this was the best location for the cartway and it was stated by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Peterson (Fishers Attorney) that the driveway has always been located here since the place was homesteaded many years ago.

John Notch asked that if it becomes a cartway that is owned by the township it would change the tax implication and in the end take money away from the townships tax base.  Mr. Couri indicated the same argument could be make that the township would increase their taxable income since the value of the Fisher property would increase which would increase the amount of taxes the township would receive.

Mr. Nelson asked Mr. Lewis what he feels would be a fair value for the property, discussion was held between Mr. Lewis and the board as to how much property he currently owns and if he would or could have another building entitlement on his property Chairman Mol stated we are here to talk about the cartway and not determine building entitlements and asked again what he thought would be a fair amount for the property. Mr. Lewis indicated that he was looking for $10,000 for the property that was taken.  Supervisor Nelson indicated that he feels we have to go with the appraisal that was completed by an expert, Supervisor Sobotta agreed.

Supervisor Nelson made a motion to accept the resolution as drafted with the cartway being 66ft wide and damages to Mr. Lewis set at $2500 as described by the appraisal.  Mr. Couri indicated that Mr. Lewis would have 40 days from September 18, 2012 to appeal the value.  Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
John Schacherer – 6895 124th Street NW, Annandale Request for Variance
Mr. Schacherer approached the board regarding a variance to build a 24x26 attached garage with living space above and new second-story addition over entire structure on an undersized lot.  Attached garage to be 4.6’ from the side property line. Existing dwelling is 10.8 from the east side property line and 38.6’ from the ordinary high-water mark of the lake. Proposed impervious lot coverage will exceed 25%.  He is not changing the footprint of the existing house just adding a 2nd story and adding an attached garage and removing the existing detached garage & shed.  On the one side he will be further away from the lot line and only 2ft closer to the lot line on the other side.  After discussion regarding the amount of impervious land and seeing that it will actually add value to the property, Mr. Nelson made a motion to recommend the variance to the county, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Quarterly meeting @ Cokato Township on October 4th
Jean Just & Kristin Helwig will try to attend the meeting
Update on Township Roof Replacement
Work has been completed; they did add some snow gutters to help with the leaking issues and buildup of ice and snow on the roof.  Everything has been submitted to the insurance company.
Legal Seminar - Update
Jean Just & Dave Nelson attended – there was a lot of information on the roads and establishing right aways.  Roles of the township officers and if there is an ordinance made that we have to make sure we have the means to enforce them.  Fire contracts were also discussed. 
Correspondence - 

Social Host Ordinance was passed in Wright County – Supervisor Nelson brought up an article that was in The Wall Street Journal and how it can go bad.
Pat Sawatzke – Wright County Commission introduced himself and commented on the Social Host Ordinance, he indicated there was an overwhelming amount of support for the Ordinance.  However, he did indicated that we should send a copy of the article to all the Commissions and after the election they will be doing a review of all of the counties ordinance’s and can review it again at that time.

Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
They ran the camera on Gowan and it was determined that the culvert was clean and that it is not failing.  Roger Stradal, Area Hydrologist was in attendance and wrote a letter indicating that the culvert and the watercourse function well and do not control water levels on Sugar Lake.  Minus a couple of large rocks the culvert functions very well.  Also, in attendance were Silver Creek Townships Maintenance Supervisor & Mike Zieska from MN Sewer & Water.
Mike added Gravel on 150th & put the chloride down on after the gravel was completed.

Attorney Robert Alsop asked everyone but the board to leave for the Closed Session.

Meeting was opened back up the public at 9:30pm
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #8719-8730 and eft0908, eft918f, eft918p  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 pm.  
______________________________              ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman
Date________________                                 Date____________________
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