Clearwater Township







Regular Board Meeting         (UnApproved)
July 14, 2014

The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Monday July 14, 2014 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Supervisor Dave Nelson, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   

Visitors as signed in: Sharon Lee, Jim Lee, John Notsch, Ron Schabel, Kathy Provost, & Pat Sawatzke. 

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda and the reg. meeting minutes of June 9, 2014 with the following change to the minutes: “The Township will look into notifying the citizens in advance of brush cutting by public notice or newsletter” Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   None
Appoint Election Judges
Clerk Just presented a list of names for election judges for the Primary Election and General Election:  Jean Just, Mary Lefebvre, David Nelson, Kathy Williams, Judy Tollefson, Wally Westerburg, Kari Mavencamp, Ron Lashinski, Judy Lashinski, Dave Kunkel, Bruce Sobotta, Carol Halvorson, Jean Kurkowski. 

Nelson made a motion to approve the election judges as presented, Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Quote for Crackfill/Sealcoating of Township parking lot
Quote was received from Sammys Blacktop & Seal Coating of Clearwater to crackfill/sealcoat and strip the parking lot.  Mike indicated that it would have to sit for a couple of days before driving on it so they would look at doing the work on a Friday afternoon or Saturday.  Mike had talked to Mid MN Asphalt regarding the milling of the parking lot in front of the front doors and they do not feel that it will work the way we want it too.  When milling it is rough service and they usually put a top coat over it which would defeat the purpose of what we are trying to do.  Mike is going to check with a concrete person to see if we could cut out a portion of the concrete in front of the door and put in a grate that would catch the water that sits in front of the door.  Mol asked if Sammys would cut out the cracks. Mike stated that they would not be cutting, they would blow them out and the re-fill.  They stated the cracks are not big enough to cut.
Sobotta made a motion to approve the quote of $4,365.84 to crackfill/sealcoat & stripe the township parking lot.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Qtrly Township Meeting – July – Silver Creek

Dan, Dave & Kristen attended the meeting.  Kristin indicated that they talked about the sign maintenance program to track inventory and maintenance of the signs.  The first year is free and it would be $200 a year there after.  However, the board agreed to do the maintenance county wide which will cost each township approximately $80 year.  The county has hired a drainage ditch inspector.  Nelson indicated that a law was passed to have more solar power up to 1 ½% of the power should come from solar.  Nelson also indicated the EPA is working on setting up new regulations that would greatly affect all waters in the United States.  Sawatzke stated that it extends well beyond just lakes and streams it would be all waters.  It would add another layer of government and slow things down for the counties and townships when doing road 
construction projects. In states like Minnesota, we already have more than enough protections with state laws. 
Nelson made a motion to pass a resolution to oppose the new EPA proposed regulations that would expand the Clean Waters Act definition for “Waters of the United States.” Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Pat Sawatzke – County Commissioner
Sawatzke talked about the proposed solar energy sites in Wright County, there are 4-5 site’s proposed.  
Transit issue has been getting a lot of press.  Trail Blazers run in rural areas so they may want to look at expanding into townships.  Right now they are in a lot of the city areas.  They state has been pushing for everyone to use Trail Blazers, however, they are one the most expensive transit companies so he is not sure why they are pushing this so hard.

There are 3candidates running for Sheriff this year and Hussen has one challenger for her position.
Correspondence if Any:  
Clerk Just indicated that we had not heard from Roger Thompson the letter that was sent out.  The board asked that we follow up with Sean Riley to see what our next steps would be.
ROAD MAINTENANCE REPORT- MIKE LUDENIA 
*158th has been surveyed, we do not have as much room as we thought we did and the road ends at the mailbox of the last house on the road.  Mike indicated that he felt a “T” turn around would be better fit and the board agreed.  Mike stated that he would like to move the mailboxes to the other side of the road.  Just indicated that it would be ok to do this we just have to notify the post office prior to doing this with a date of completion so they can update their computers.  The board instructed Just to go ahead and send letters to the property owners letting them know that we will be moving mailboxes & 911 signs to the other side of the road and installing swing away mailbox posts.
*Mike wanted to know if wanted to know if he should go out and quotes on gravel for 2015.  Nelson made a motion to get quotes for 10,000 yards of gravel for 2015. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Mike asked about getting quotes from some of the smaller pits to possibly save on hauling to some of the smaller roads that the large trucks cannot get into.  Nelson amended his motion to get quotes for an additional 2,000 yards for smaller roads and projects.  Sobotta seconded the amended motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

*Brush on Forsythe Ave. is limiting the maintenance of the road.  In order to continue maintain the road there are many trees and brush that need to be taken down.  The board asked that Just send a letter to property owners along the road and the turn around and ask them to contact us or come to the next township meeting.
*There are a few mailboxes that have been placed too close to the road: 7945 150th Street & 7768 145th street.  Board asked Just to send a letter asking that they move the mail boxes back.

*Boat lift sitting in right of way at Gowan Ave, board asked Just to send a letter indicating that the lift needs to be moved out of the right of way.

*Mol asked if trees on Hendricks have been taken down yet, Mike indicated they have not been removed. Mol asked that we get to those ASAP

*Mike talked to board regarding Gowan which is the townline road with Silver Creek.  At the intersection of Gowan & 7 work needed to be done to lift the intersection to meet up with 7, Silver Creek Township removed the existing tar, added additional gravel and Wright County layed the tar when they did the resurface on County Road 7.  We received a bill from Silver Creek for ½ of the grave and received a bill from Wright County for the re-serfaceing.  Silver Creek will pay for ½ of that bill.  Nelson made a motion to pay for ½ of the gravel and re-survacing of Gowan Ave at a cost of $678.75 for the re-surface and $3287.52 for the gravel. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #9147-9173 and eft 70114, eft 71114, eft 714f, eft 714p.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.  

______________________________                   ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman                    Date____________________

