Clearwater Township






Regular Board Meeting         (Unapproved)
December 17, 2013
The regular meeting & Public hearing for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dan Mol at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday December  17, 2013 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Chairman Dan Mol, Supervisor David Nelson, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Jean Just.   
Visitors as signed in: Ron Schabel, Sharon Lee, John Notsch, Carol Halvorson, Jim Newberger, Diana Roswell, Steve Grant
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Nelson made a motion to approve the agenda; reg. meeting minutes of November 19, 2013, Special Meeting Minutes of December 4, 2013. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report. Supervisor Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Guest/Public Comment:   Ron Schabel asked the question regarding road surfacing that was talked about at the budget meeting and if the Gowan Ave. they were talking about was the one by Fish Lake.  Mol indicated that yes it was the Gowan by Fish Lake that they were talking about. 
Jim Neuberger – State Representative talked about things that were going on at the state level, including information on the renewable energy standards and the Becker Power Plant.  He indicated how it would affect the area if they would have to close the plant or close a portion of the plant.  Beyond Coal has shut down many plants already and has had its focus on the Becker Plant.  

Sharon Lee & Carol Halvorson – Clearwater Area Historical Society
The Clearwater Area Historical Society is working on applying for their 501c3, however, until they do they would like to see if they could get under the Townships umbrella so that people that make donations could use the donation as a tax credit.  They are estimating that it will take about 1 – 1 1/2  years before they will get their 501c3.  Halvorson stated that others have gone under a Township or Cities Umbrella until the 503c is in place.  In doing that a special fund would have to be established.  Sobotta made a motion to table the discussion until the January 13, 2014 meeting so that the township could talk with their attorney and the MN Association of Townships.  Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  
Diana Roswell – 12370 Grover Ave NW – Adding a foundation
Diana Roswell & Steve Grant approached the board to discuss a variance that will be needed for them to lift the home located at 12370 Grover Ave NW.  They would be removing the existing garage and shed and they would have a tuck under garage that would have the driveway come off Grover Ave. rather than County Road 7 which is where it is now and very dangerous due to the visibility. Mol asked if they were going to be ok with impervious coverage, Diana indicated with moving the garage and shed they will be fine.  Nelson made a motion to recommend the approval of the variance as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Disbursement of Funds from Road & Bridge to Equipment Fund & Road Project Fund
Board talked about several road projects and possible fire sub-station during the December 4th budget meeting indicating that money should be moved to both the Equipment Fund and Road/Building Project Fund for these potential projects.  Sobotta made a motion to move $225,000 from the Road & Bridge Fund the Road/Building Project Fund and to move $75,000 from the Road & Bridge Fund to the Equipment Fund. Nelson seconded the motion.  Discussion was made as to if they should allocate which projects the money should be used for, however, without knowing what the cost of the projects or which one’s would be completed first they felt that they could not allocate the money at this time.  With no change to the motion, the Motion carried as stated unanimously.  
Wright County Township Officers Quarterly Meeting
Quarterly meeting will be on January 9th, 2014 at the Wright County Jail – we will meet at the town hall.
Dahlberg Kennel – Township response form
Mol made a motion to continue until the January 13, 2014 meeting so that they would have time to gather information before making a recommendation to Wright County.  Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Correspondence - 
MN Assoc. of Townships support on Transportation Funding – board would like to review and will discuss at January meeting.
Road Maintenance Report-   

Mike has talked to the DNR regarding Illsley road changes.  He received a few contact names and will be talking with them regarding our proposed changes and what is needed to move forward.  Continue to plow, salt, and sand.
Review of Bills: A motion was made by Supervisor Nelson and seconded by Sobotta to pay claims

covered by checks #9014-9035 and  eft 1217f, eft1217p, eft1217s.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
With no further business to come before the board, Sobotta moved to adjourn Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.  
______________________________                   ________________________

Jean M Just, Clerk                                          Dan Mol, Chairman                    Date____________________
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