BOARD OF REVIEW- April 24, 2007 
The Board of Review meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman, Dave Nelson at 7:03 p.m. on April 24, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.   Board members present were Supervisors Bruce Sobotta, Dave Nelson, Rose Thelen and Clerk Sharon Lee, and Wright County Assessors, Keith Triplett and Chase Philppi.  Keith Triplett performed the 2007 assessment for Clearwater Township through contract with Wright County. 

Mr. Triplett discussed some of the criteria used in the assessment: they try to bring the values to within 90 to 105% of the current average sales within the area; there was a 2.8% increase for residential and seasonal properties; agricultural land increased 1.58% and lakeshore land increased between 5% and 10%, Fish Lake Land increased 18% and commercial value went up 5.73%.. There were 45 building permits, 18 completed permits from prior years, only 7 dwelling in 2006. The review area for 2007 assessments was sections 11,12,13,14,23.24, 2008 review area will be Sections 6,7,8,17 and 18.
Gary & Rita Betzler: PID #204-100-132300 
Gary & Rita Betzler, 15698 County Rd 7 N.W. stated that their property classification recently changed from Residential to AG. They would like to have their 15 acres changed back to AG.  They stated that they met with Keith Triplett and Greg Kramber County Assessor on February 20th, 2007. They don’t feel that the county is fair with all property owners when they establish the classification in Clearwater Township.  They are looking for equalization on all property in Clearwater Township when determining the classification of property. 
Keith Triplett stated for agricultural property classification the primary use of property is to be agricultural.  Agricultural land means contiguous acreage of ten acres or more, used during the preceding year for agricultural purposes. He does not feel that the Betzler’s property fits into this classification so he would recommend that the classification not be changed. 

After a brief discussion the board stated they felt that the property should not be changed to from Residential to AG Property Classification because of the Minnesota Statue that defines what a farm is.  A motion was made by Bruce Sobotta to leave the property classification at Residential. Rose Thelen seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0
After the decision was made by the board Rita Betzler stated they did not think the board would change their mind but wanted to voice their opinion on the matter.

Gerald & Doris Brinkman: PID# 204-100-354-100
Gerald & Doris Brinkman, 12257 Hart Ave NW stated that the market value on their property is too high; market value is at $225,300, $13,500 per acre or $178,200 for the land and $47,100 for buildings.  The parcel is 17.9 acres with one building entitlement, but most of the property is swamp land and it would be difficult to build a house on the property.  

Mr. Triplett stated that the market value is determined by comparable property sales in the area.  He stated that he did lower the market value from $248,000 to $225,300.  The property is assessed at a fair market value and recommends that the market value for the property not be changed

Bruce Sobotta moved to leave the market value as stated and no changes be made.  Motion seconded by Dave Nelson.  Motion carried 3-0.

Sobotta moved to adjourn the meeting. Thelen seconded the motion.   Meeting adjourned. Time: 8:36 p.m.   (Minutes approved on May 15, 2007)
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