Clearwater Township       
Minutes- March 20, 2007   UNAPPROVED
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Rose Thelen, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Nelson asked if there were any additions to the proposed agenda.  Thelen moved to approve agenda as presented, seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried 3-0.
The minutes of the regular meeting of February 20, 2007 were presented. Thelen moved to approve the minutes as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0
Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Checking: $1,080.32, Savings: $198,324.12, Total in Accounts: $199,404.44. Thelen moved to accept the report as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.  

Supervisor Sobotta reported that the patch work on the maintenance floor is being done; center section of the floor has been completed.   Two applications of the sealer have been applied.  The remaining two sections of the floor will be repaired the week of March 26th.
Supervisor Sobotta reported that shields for outside lights will be installed temporally at different heights and see what level will provide the most down lighting.

Residents of Clearwater Township at the Annual Meeting on March 13 ask for more information from the fire department in regard to ISO rates. Clearwater Fire Chief, Doug Nieters stated that he had contracted Insurance Service Office (ISO), the company that gives insurance ratings for fire departments. Homes in an area with a high rating pay lower insurance premiums.  Some of the criteria for ratings are training, equipment, available water supply and distance from the fire station.

At the present time, most of Clearwater Township is rated low about 10, because most of the coverage is further  than five miles from the fire station. Homes within 3 miles of the fire station  are rated nine.  The City of Clearwater is rated a five (5).

Nieters stated that the rating could change if the township would house a Class A pumper truck in the township, possible at the town hall site.  This could give the southern  portions of the township a better rating.  The firefighters who live in Cedar South could get to a township site faster if they could go to a station in the township, this would cut the responds time down considerable.   

Nieters stated the building would require a basic heated, insulated building to store the pumper truck or maybe two vehicles.  The city would own and maintain the vehicles and the township would own the building.

Several years ago, the township had discussed with the fire department about the possibility of housing one or more trucks housed in the township.  They had talked about putting a  fire sub-station next to the town hall site but no decision was made.

The township board stated that they would discuss the possibility of  putting up a building to house several of the trucks.   The township could put a well on site so the truck does not have to re-fill from a lake or go back to the city hydrant.  The board may talk with the DNR and MnDOT, who will be working on Hwy 24 and will need water to work on the reconstruction project.   
The bids were opened for loading, hauling and spreading 10,000 yards of gravel.  Three bids were received:  D.L.L. Excavating, Inc. $4.45 per yard, wheel packer $55.00 per hr., water truck $70.00 hr; Bjorklund Trucking $3.98 per yard ( hauling only) wheel packer & tractor $55.00 per hr, water tanker and tractor $65.00 per hr; Taggart Excavating  $4.85 per yard, no bid on wheel packer or a

water truck.

Rose Thelen moved to accept the bid of $3.98 per yard for loading, hauling and spreading of 10,000 yards of gravel from Bjorklund Trucking.  Loading of gravel will be done by of Johnson Crushing at no cost to the township.  Motion seconded by Bruce Sobotta.  Motion carried 3-0.

The board discussed the possibility of establishing a Planning Commission.  Anne Ackerman, Lynden Township Supervisor, would be willing to help set up the guidelines and ordinances required to have a Planning Commission.   There would be a charge for her consulting services of $50.00 per hr.  

Supervisor Sobotta moved to table discussion until the next regular meeting to allow the board time to do more research.  Motion seconded by Thelen.  Motion carried 3-0.
Jerry Duncan will contact a contractor to install lighting for the flag pole and the township sign.
Discussion was held on black topping the town hall parking lot.  The board authorized Jerry Duncan to get bids from two contractors and have the parking area done as so as possible.

Road review was set for April 11, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.

Wright County Bridge Inspection report was presented:  140th Street- at west county line over Clearwater River maintenance required/comments 1) Consider guardrail 2) graffiti under bridge on  abutments, Gowan Ave (Frontage Road) NW of Fish Lake over Fish Creek 1) consider guardrail.  Nelson will ask Jerry Duncan township maintenance man to do the necessary repairs as listed.

Spring Short Course, March 26, 2007- St Cloud Holiday Inn-  Dave Nelson, Rose Thelen, Sharon Lee and Nancy Pierskalla ( deputy clerk)  will attend.
Township Officer’s Quarterly Meeting will be held in Buffalo on April 5, 2007.  Dave Nelson, Rose Thelen and Sharon Lee will attend.
Public Comment:   None
Road Report: Jerry Duncan stated that there are several trees in Ray’s Addition that need to be cut down.  Board gave approval to Jerry to remove the trees; he will contact the home owners before the trees are cut down.

Correspondence: On file at clerk’s office
- City of Clearwater regarding 2007 Yearly Library Contribution

- Wright County Department of Highways regarding railroad highway grade crossing safety
- Public Hearing to review and recommend adoption of Northeast Quadrant Land Use

   Plan for Wright County-April 12, 2007

The claims were presented for payment.  Bruce Sobotta moved to pay all the claims that were presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Bruce Sobotta moved to adjourn.  Rose Thelen seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m.
______________________________                     _______________________________
Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chair

Date________________                                   Date____________________
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