Clearwater Township       UNAPPROVED 

Minutes- October 16, 2007   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman 
David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Rose Thelen and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.   Sobotta moved to accept agenda as presented, seconded by Thelen.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of September 18, 2007 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented. Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Continued item: Nixon Lake issue

A group of concerned residents from Clearwater Township presented a petition at the July 17th meeting asking the Clearwater Township board to consider restricting certain types of water uses on the lake.  The main concern was the speedboat and jet-ski activity.  The residents were concerned about the safety of the swimmers and the damage that maybe done to the loon habitats and impact that it may have on the ecological habitats of fish, turtles, etc.

The discussion was tabled at the August 21st meeting and September 18th meeting because the full board was not present.

Deputy Joel Mackereth, Recreational Enforcement officer from Wright County was asked by Chairman Dave Nelson to present information to the board what water restrictions are already in place and what could be done by creating an ordinance designating Nixon Lake as a "no wake" lake or by restricting the watercraft with 25 horsepower of smaller motors.  The following information was presented:

· Operating a motorboat while under the influence of alcohol, a controlled substance or other illegal chemical if unlawful

· Personal Watercraft must travel at slow no- wake speed (5 mph or less) within 150 feet of non-motorized boats, shore, docks, swim rafts, swimmers, or any moored or anchored boats.

· Jet-Skiers may not weave through congested watercraft traffic, or jump the wake of another watercraft within 150 feet of the other watercraft.

· Motor size restriction would be much easier to enforce than a “slow -no wake” ordinance.

· The sheriff's department has not received any complaints of violations at Nixon Lake this year.

· If an ordinance is approved by the Clearwater Township Board, Wright County and the DNR, the Wright Sheriff's Dept. will enforce it.

Several of the Nixon Lake property owners stated concerns about having an ordinance that would restrict the size of motor used on the lake.  Tom Bihl stated that he just purchased a 65hp motor for his pontoon and asked that his name be removed from the petition.  He felt that an ordinance to restrict size of speedboat motors and jet- skis would be very difficult to enforce.

Property owner Larry Schut, who has been on the lake for about 40 years, stated that his grandchildren water ski on the lake and he owns a pontoon boat.  He has seen three jet skis at one time cris-crossing through the weeds, running each others wake to try to get more bounce.  Schut also, has concerns about the beach area, there is drinking alcohol, offensive behavior and many weekends there are overcrowding at the public access. He agrees that there are problems caused by others on the lake but he would like to see if something could be done without restricting the rights of responsible people. He stated that he has a huge investment in the property but also understands the environmental concern express by people.  He would like deal with the whole issues of Nixon Lake, policing the public access, restricting parking, drinking alcohol, parties late at night, and jet skis.

Property owner Virginia Lee stated that the jet skis are a problem; they come to close to the boats and the beach area and she feels that the loon population may be affect by the jet skiers coming too close to the shore lines causing waves that are destroying  the nesting areas of the loons.

Clearwater Township resident, Chuck Derry stated that he likes to swim out in the middle of the lake and he is concerned about his safety, maybe Mr. Schut could take his grandchildren to a larger lake to do the water skiing so it would not interfere with his swimming. 

Supervisor Sobotta stated he is not favor of approving a motion to restrict water surface usage because that would restrict the rights of people who own property on the lake. The sheriff's department has received no complaints of violations from Nixon Lake, if people feel there is a problem; they must call the sheriff's department and report it.

After a lengthy discussion on the issue of Nixon Lake surface water restrictions, Supervisor Thelen moved to move forward in the process of creating an ordinance designating Nixon Lake a "Slow-No Wake" lake.  Motion was seconded by Nelson.  Motion failed 2-1:  Vote: Sobotta -No, Nelson -No, Thelen- Yes

Thelen moved to schedule a workshop to get more input to deal with all of Nixon Lake issues.  Motion seconded by Seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  No date has been set for the workshop.
 Signage by Township Hall:   Clerk Sharon Lee reported that she had talked with MNDOT and there can be no signage placed in the State Hwy 24 right of way.  If we want to put of signs by the Clearwater Twp Hall entrance road it must be placed on township property.  The board decided to wait until all the work on State Hwy 24 has been completed and then review the area for possible signage.

Diana Roswell, 12370 Grover NW approached the board with a request to clarify what her rights are concerning a dock and boat lift on Sugar Lake.  Roswell owns a narrow strip of property on Sugar Lake, her neighbors have removed her dock and boat lift, and they have told her that the township would not allow the boat lift because it restricts the access to the lake. 

Sobotta stated that the township has asked the property owners not to store boats, pontoons, docks on the Public Lake Access but she has the right to put a dock and a boat lift on her property.  The boat lift would need to be place near the end of the dock so it would not restrict access to the lake.  

The board recommended that Roswell contact an attorney about writing a letter to the property owner next to her in regard to removing her dock and boat lift.

Information was presented on the Minnesota Pilot Sign Project agreement for town road sign replacement program.  Wright County may receive a grant for sign replace in townships but all the townships must sign the agreement to receive the grant.  The grant would pay for 90% of the cost of the sign replacement and the each township would be responsible for the remaining 10%.   Thelen moved to approve the Minnesota Pilot Sign Project.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Junk Violation at 15013 County Rd 7 NW- The board has received several complaints about the piles of junk, unlicensed vehicles, and several old appliances located on the property.  Mr. Messer has been contacted by the board members several times in regard to removing and cleaning up the junk but nothing has been done. The board will asked the clerk to send a letter to property owner Marvin Messer stating that he must have property cleaned up within 20 days or the violation will be turned over the Wright County Attorney.
Correspondence
-Wright County Office of Planning & Zoning- copy of letter sent to Scott Miller in regard to number of unlicensed vehicles on property located at 8480 163 Street NW, Clearwater.
- Wright County Office of Planning & Zoning- copy of letter sent to James Michaelis, 15139 Elder Ave NW, Clearwater in regard to illegal business being operated from residence. Property located in residential district which does not allow Home Extended Businesses.
James Michaelis was present at the meeting and asked if there was anything that the township could do to change the zoning so he could continue to operating a business in residential district.  The board stated that he should contact Planning & Zoning and see if the property could be changed to General Ag. In the Clearwater Township Land Use Plan it is zoning Ag but the Clearwater Township zoning map it is zoned residential.
Lamars Ferrell, contractor representing John Schacherer, 6895 124th St NW, Annandale, approached the board with a request for variances to install a new "performance" sewer system with the treatment area 7' to west property line, 4' from the edge of the right of way, 1' from existing shed, 16' to dwelling and tank to be 4' from shed.  Ferrell stated that at the present time there is a holding tank on the property but is not large enough for a three bedroom house. Sobotta moved to approve the variance on the township level to install a "performance" sewer system as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7354-7371, payroll checks #’s 7372-73 for the total amount of $38,234.45 was approved for payment.    

Thelen moved to adjourn.  Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chairman

Date________________                                   Date____________________
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