MINUTES OF THE CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING 

March 10, 2009     ( Minutes are unapproved-will be approved at the Annual Mtg. March 2010)
Clerk Sharon Lee called the annual meeting of the Town of Clearwater to order at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, 2009, at the Clearwater Town Hall.  Approximately 34 residents were present.  After the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, nominations were asked for a meeting moderator.  Bruce Sobotta nominated Candace Samuelson, seconded by Pat Skelton. Candace Samuelson was elected as meeting moderator.

The moderator read the prepared agenda.  She then asked for a motion to waive the reading of the March 11, 2008 minutes as printed copies were available.  Carlos Lopes moved to waive the reading of the minutes, seconded by Abe Maier.   Motion carried.  The moderator asked for any questions, errors and omissions in the minutes.  Hearing none, the moderator asked for a motion to approve.  Tom Steiner moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Wally Westerberg.  Motion carried.  

The moderator asked for a motion to waive the reading of all checks written and received since a copy of the checks had been made available at the meeting.   Abe Maier moved to waive the reading of the checks, seconded by Jim Lee.  Motion carried.

The treasurer read a synopsis of the treasurer’s report.   Mike Schroetke moved to approve the report as presented, seconded by Carlos Lopez.  Motion carried.

SUMMARY OF 2008 WAS GIVEN BY SUPERVISOR DAVE NELSON

Road & Bridge Fund:

1)  In July, Maintenance Supervisor Jerry Duncan retired and Michael Ludenia was hired as the road maintenance supervisor for the township. Total salaries, payroll tax, insurance, mileage, for all maintenance dept: $47,167   2) Tree Trimming done on Huber Ave - $3,000  3) Spread 12,000 yds of gravel: $62,960 for gravel and $47,928.54 for hauling for a total of $110,888.54  4) Applied 45,200 gallons of magnesium chloride. $32,996.0 5) Road project on 150th and Grover, culvert work -$4,243.0  6) Culvert extension -removed trees on Hendricks Ave - $1,200.00  7) Paid 1/2 of gravel for 2009 Annandale Rock- $13,200.00 and State Aggregates- $15,000

 Equipment & Building Fund:
1) Built Salt Shed and south wall- $22,349 2) Installed Septic System- $6,173    3)  Purchased new pressure washer- $5,958 4) Install water softener- $1,899 5) Kitchen cabinets- $5,248. 

 Town Revenue Fund:
1) Town Board Salaries, PERA, Payroll taxes - $26,000   2) Election Expense- election judges, printing, public notices - $3,500 3) Assessors Contract- $11, 780 4) Insurance- $1,300 5) Library $1,000

Recycling Fund
1) Wright Recycling- $1,454.26 month- pickup 2nd and 4th Fridays  2) 378 average household participation per month, Total of 101.84 tons for 2008 picked up  3) Incentive received from Wright County- $3,036.80 for recycling Spring Clean Up Day in May 2008- low participation. Cost to township for Spring Clean -Up Day 2008 - $1,736.

Clearwater Fire Department representative Fire Chief Doug Nieters and City of Clearwater Mayor Lee Monk presented information of the proposed Fire Protection Contract for 2010.  Nieters stated that the amount owed by the township will be determined based on the formula agreed upon by the City Council and Township Supervisors during a joint meeting  held in January of 2009.  This formula will be used to calculate the contract amount annually for the years of 2010, 2011 and 2012. The agreed upon formula is:

33% of the Fire Department's prior year proposed budget will be equally 


divided between the City of Clearwater, Lynden Township and the Clearwater

Township.  The remaining 2/3 of the budget will be multiplied by the percentage


of the number of calls to each jurisdiction, based on a three year rolling average.


Under this agreement it was determined interstate calls will be divided according to


The mile marker where the call takes place and weather watch calls will be split 


between the three jurisdictions.

The proposed contract amount for Fire Protection for 2010 is $66,125.  Jim Lee moved to set the 2010 Fire Contract levy at $66,135. Bruce Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Supervisor Bruce Sobotta stated that the plan this year is to spread 12,000 yds of gravel on various township roads and apply 50,000 gallons of magnesium chloride.  New asphalt will be placed on Grover Ave between I 94 and Hwy 75 at the cost of $34,000 and crack filling will be done on Mississippi Oaks for approximately $10,000.  The cost for the Mississippi Oaks project is divided between Silver Creek Township and Clearwater Township.

Township Clerk Sharon Lee read the results of the annual election.  Dan Mol received 47 votes and Carlos Lopez received 9 write in votes, Scott Miller received 1 write in vote.  Dan Mol was re-elected as Supervisor for a 3 year term.  Kristen Helwig was re-elected as treasurer for a two year term with 49 votes. Total of 57 ballots were cast.  The Township Question "Shall the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November be designated as the date of the Clearwater Township general election?"  Vote was 54 to 3, Clearwater Township general elections will be held in November in conjunction with the Federal & State General Elections.  The Clearwater Annual Meeting will remain in March.
Supervisor Dan Mol gave a report on looking ahead to 2010:  1) Replace asphalt on Gowan Ave to Forsythe Ave- (2009 quote $43,000) 2) Convert to a T and add stop sign 155th and Grover 3) Purchase new grader, replace 1984 Grader- purchased in 1991 with 3,317 hrs, as of 1-15-2009 has 9,216 hrs 4) Plan to spread 12,000 yds of gravel and 50,000 magnesium chloride (price not set yet)

Moderator Samuelson stated that the Clearwater Township Supervisors are recommending the following levies for 2010: Town Revenue Fund $55,000 which is a 10% increase, Road & Bridge Fund
$330,000 which is a 10% increase and Recycling Fund remain at $25.00 per household. 
Tom Steiner moved to set the Town Revenue at $55,000 for 2010.  Tom Schwartz seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Ron Schabel moved to set the Road & Bridge Fund at $330,000 for 2010.  Carlos Lopez seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Carlos Lopes moved to set the Recycling Fund at $25.00 per household.  Jim Lee seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Supervisor Bruce Sobotta stated that the township board has adopted a policy for installation and replacement of mailboxes and mailbox supports:

1)  The mailbox support must be a swing- away mailbox support. 2)  The mailbox support shall be positioned so the door of the mailbox is lined up with the outside edge of the shoulder of the road  3) The bottom of the mailbox shall be approximately 42" from the road to the bottom of the installed mailbox, not the top of the post  4) The length of the horizontal bar on the mailbox support shall be approximately 48"   5) Newspaper tubes shall be placed above the horizontal pipe to prevent snowplow damage (installation shall be done by vendors)  6) Mailboxes will only be repaired or replaced only if the mailbox supports meet the townships standards and are damaged when actually hit by the snowplowing equipment. The standard mailbox swing-away supports are available for purchase at the township office and will be installed by our maintenance department at the cost of $75. The individual mailbox shall be purchased and installed by the township resident.

Discussion was held on the annual Spring Clean-Up Day; Dave Nelson stated that there are no plans to have a clean- up day this year because of low participation.   Last year the cost to the township was $1,736; the board is recommending that the township have a clean up day in the fall or wait until next year.  The residents stated that they would like to have the clean up day but not in the fall but have it in June of 2010; the board will make plans to have the clean -up day next year in June.

The moderator asked for any other new business.   
Wally Westerberg presented a report on the Stickney Crossing Library. He stated that the usage has increased over the last year.  A survey was taken during one week in February and it indicated that 21% of individuals using the library were from Clearwater Township. The operating budget will increase $3,000 for 2009.  There is an increase in the rent and utilities for the building that houses the library.  The library committee is asking for a $400.00 increase in support from Clearwater Township to help cover the increase in the operating budget. In 2008 Clearwater Twp has contributed $1,000.   

After a brief discussion there was no recommendation from the constituents.  The township board will discuss the possible increase at the next regular board meeting on March 17th.

Boots & Pat Skelton thanked the Clearwater Twp Board for respecting their family by canceling the Nixon Lake meeting when their son died.

Debbie Schabel asked if the monthly agenda could be placed on the web page earlier.  Clerk Sharon Lee stated the deadline for being placed on the agenda is 12:00 Noon on the Thursday before the regular township meeting.  The agenda will be placed on the web Thursday afternoon.
Hearing no more new business, the moderator asked for a motion to adjourn.
Abe Maier moved to adjourn the meeting.   Debbie Schabel seconded.  Meeting adjourned.  Time:  9:30 p.m.
_____________________________                   ______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                                    David Nelson, Election Judge
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