Clearwater Township     
Minutes-April 21, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Dan Mol and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Ron Schabel, Clara & Carlos Lopez
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Bruce Sobotta made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supervisor Mol seconded the motion. The motion carried, with all members present voting in favor.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Mol moved to accept the report as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Regular Agenda Items:
Sonja Dahlberg, 9626 140th Street NW, presented a request for a Conditional Use Permit for a contractor's yard to store equipment related to a commercial cleaning business at the existing homestead property.  The storage of equipment is for a cleaning service that is performed off-site.  Dahlberg stated that she has a commercial business that covers five states and she needs a contractor's yard to store equipment and vehicles that can be used as replacements if other equipment/vehicles brakes down in the field.  Equipment would be store inside and outside on the property, she has installed a wall to block the view of the equipment that will be stored outside.
The board has received no letters of concern from neighboring property owners.

Mol moved to approve the request for a conditional use permit on the township level as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Bob Kline, Architect with MA Peterson of Edina who is representing Tom & Sharon Velin, 12365 Grover Ave NW, who would like to add on to their existing cabin on Sugar Lake.

Velin's would like to expansion of existing 1558 square foot one level dwelling to include 728 garage/entry on walkout level, new 1636 sq ft first level and 1061 sq. ft loft.  The existing home does not meet the 10 ft setback from right of way, exceeds the 25% impervious surface coverage, the hardcover is 33%. The plan is to remove existing shed and storage. Kline stated that once the shed and storage building is removed the hard cover of the property would be 29.6% but would be willing to remove so of the pavement that covers the walk out if needed adjustment to hard cover.  Kline stated that the septic system has been certified for the proposed addition which requires a 20 feet setback from the septic system.
The board stated that the existing setback could be grandfathered in and with the adjustment to the hard cover of the property the request should be approved on the township level.

Sobotta moved to approve the variance of a 10' setback and a reducing the hardcover from 33% to 29.6%.  Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Notice of a Public Hearing- Wright County Planning Commission- Steve L. Boster petitions to amend the Wright County Zoning Ordinance by adding "Large animal veterinary clinic" as a Conditional Use Permit in the AG General Agricultural and A?R Agricultural/Residential zoning district.  Mr. Boster, Buffalo Veterinary Clinic is looking for a location where they can keep livestock on site.  It is difficult to find such a site in most commercial zoning districts.

After a brief discussion the board felt that the amendment to the Wright County Zoning Ordinance would be appropriate for a rural community.

A request from Don Helget of the Clearwater Lion's Club for the renewal of a 3.2 % malt liquor license was presented.  Sobotta moved to approve the renewal of a 3.2% liquor license for the Clearwater Lion's Club.  Mol seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The board discussed the Federal Sign Reflectivity requirements.  The township will need to have a plan to replace all road signs in the township (not street signs or 911 signs) by 2012 and have all signs replaced by 2015.  The township's former roadman, Jerry Duncan counted all the signs in the township but we have since found out that stop signs that are on State Hwy 24 and County Rd 7 do not have to be replaced by the township. The board asked Mike to get the actuate number of each sign that needs to be replace and report back to the board at the next regular township meeting.
Report on Spring Short Course:  
Sharon stated that she received information from the State Auditor's Office on accounting reporting procedures for investments. Kristin and Sharon will implement changes in the investments transactions in the township books.
Dan stated that he received information on a State Park Road Program.  The funds may be used on township, city and county roads that need improvement  if; they provide access to DNR land, recreational land, public lake or river access, state forest, state park, or campground.  Sharon will call Kath Ouska from DFNR Management Resources to get more information on how to apply for the grant.

Dan also received information on cemeteries in the township.  If a cemetery is abandoned or neglected the township can take it over and maintain it if it has been neglected for 10 years. If the township assumes responsibility for maintaining the cemetery grounds it can also establish cemetery rules and spend town money to run, maintain, decide who can be buried in the cemetery and sell plots. 
The board authorized the Clerk to purchase 4 -6ft tables, a podium, contact Waldo Schacht to build another cabinet for town hall and get a price on building a conference table.

The clerk received complaint via e-mail from an individual in Ray's Addition about the junk, tires, wood etc. on his neighbors' property.  The individual did not specify the property address or the name of the individual property owner.  The board asked the clerk to respond to the e-mail requesting that the individual specify the name of the property owner and/ or the property address.  The board will take no further action until this information in received.
Upcoming Events:

Board of Review- May 5, 2009

NW Quadrant Land Use Plan Open House- May 7, 2009 7-9pm

Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
The board discussed the road review report and gave approval to do the following projects: 1) clean out culvert on Iresfeld Ave in Ray's Addition, and place an apron on the inlet end of culvert. 2) Clean out culvert on 163rd Ave NW 3) Lower ditches on Evans Ave 4) Clean out culvert on 155th & Grover 5) Get input from county on the T 155th & Grover.
Mississippi Oaks Road crack filling will be done by Pavement Resources Inc. cost $2,650.00 and seal coating will be done at the cost of $8,638.00. Clearwater Township will share cost with Silver Creek Township.
A request was received from Silver Creek Township to share the cost of crack filling on the 150th Street (D & E).  The board denied the request because the road is to be maintained by Silver Creek Township.  

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7812-7823, Payroll Checks 7802-7811, Credit Card- 04/09, and PERA 04/22 for the total amount of $ 14,034.26 were approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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