Clearwater Township     
Minutes-October 21, 2008   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Vice Chair Dave Nelson at 7:31 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Sharon Lee.   Absent: Rose Thelen
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda. Clerk Lee made a request to add 1) Public Accuracy Test October 30, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 2) Ken Jarvis property on 16783 Fillmore Ave NW. Sobotta moved to accept agenda with additions as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of September 16, 2008 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Chris and Denise Vanlith, (continued from 09/16/08) had requested that their land be rezoned from Agriculture to Agriculture Residential.  The current Land Use Plan for Clearwater Township for their property is zoned AG which is one house per 40 acres.  

At the September meeting Mr. Vanlith stated that he talked with Tom Salkowski and was told that if the township would approve the rezoning, the county may allow the rezoning. The board stated they would like to talk with Salkowski before any decision is made.   After talking with Salkowski the board stated that there has been no change on the county level or the township level on the Land Use Plan for Clearwater Township.  Sobotta moved to deny the request to rezone the land from AG to AG/R will stay with the Land Use Plan.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Orderly Annexation Agreement: The board decided to delay the discussion with the City of Clearwater in regard to the possible changes in the language OAA until January 2009.  They stated that there will be member changes on the Clearwater Township Board, the Clearwater City Council and the Joint Planning Board and that it would be best to wait until the new boards are organized.
November Elections: Changing to November for township elections was discussed briefly and was decided to table until January 2009 meeting.
Green Acres: Dave Nelson gave a brief update on the changes in the Green Acres program.  Nelson stated that during the last legislative sessions there were major changes to the current Green Acres program.   Land that is used for productive agricultural purposes (tilled, grazed, or mowed for hay) will still qualify for property tax deferral program.  Non- productive ( slough, wetlands, heavy woods, or not land not suitable for tillage or pasture) is no longer eligible for the deferment and will be valued at their full estimated market value and will not be eligible for the reduced, agricultural valuation provided by Green Acres.
Nelson stated that there will be many changes in the Green Acres program for Clearwater Township property owners.   The payback provisions have also changed.
Ken Jarvis: On October 14th during the fall road review the board did an on site inspection of the property of Ken Jarvis located at 16783 Fillmore Ave NW.  Mr. Jarvis moved a large house on to his property in 2003 and the house still has not been placed on the foundation. The board stated that the house will have to have major repairs before it can be lived in.  
Clerk Sharon Lee has talked with Tom Salkowski and he stated that the building permit has expired and a letter was sent Mr. Jarvis in October 2005 requesting that a foundation be installed but no further work has been done on the foundation. Sobotta moved to have the Wright County Attorney begin action against Mr. Jarvis to remove the house and all construction material as soon as possible. Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Fire Contract Meeting with the City of Clearwater set for October 23, 2008

Public Accuracy Test for the M100 Optical Scanner Equipment will be on October 30, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at the Clearwater Town Hall.                                                                                                       

Budget/Employee review set for December 9, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

The 2008 fall road report was presented. (See attached detailed report)
Proposed road projects for 2009:

1)  Grover Ave between I-94 and Hwy 75 needs an overlay approximate cost $35,000
2)  Crack fill Mississippi Oaks- share cost with Silver Creek. Township cost approximately $8,000.

Sobotta moved to approve the proposed road projects for 2009.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Correspondence:   None
Road Maintenance Report:  Mike Ludenia
The board discussed brush and tree removal on Huber Ave.  Mike would like to have the brush and trees that are in the township right of way removed as soon as possible.   He will contact the property owners on Huber Ave and get a signed agreement for the tree and brush removal.  Cade Tree Service is available to do the cutting and trimming, $80.00 per hour for 3 men.  Sobotta moved to approve the tree removal and trimming using the Cade Tree Service with a cap of $3,000.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Mike also would like to remove the trees and brush on 159th Ave (Lieder's Road).  Sobotta moved to give approval to have Mike Ludenia remove the trees and brush on 159th Ave. Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Motion was made by Sobotta to purchase a used cover for the truck from Corinna Township for $1,500.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7663-7699, 7654-7662, payroll checks #’s of for the total amount of $ 24,252.30 was approved for payment.    

Sobotta- moved to adjourn. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Vice Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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