Clearwater Township    UNAPPROVED     

Minutes-September 16, 2008   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chair Rose Thelen at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors Rose Thelen, David Nelson, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig, and Clerk Sharon Lee.   
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Thelen asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda. Sobotta moved to accept agenda as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of August 19, 2008 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

New Business Items:
Dan Kron, Bonestroo Engineering presented information about the services that are available from Bonestroo Engineering.
Bruce Prevost approached the board requesting permission to move a septic tank from the west side of the property to the east side on Marsha Schrupp's property located at 6521 123rd Street NW.  The location of the septic tank would be 10 feet from the township road.  Nelson moved to grant permission to Bruce Prevost, who is building Marsha Schrupp's house, to move the septic tank to the east side of the property.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Loren Mathison presented a request for a conditional use permit for auto sales, for up to 80 vehicles, auto financing, collection, and possible repossession office and future auto detailing offered.  In review of property: this is the old Northland Buildings site at the southwest corner of the intersection of Interstate 94 and State Hwy 24. The property is zoned B-2, General Business, and is adjacent to the City of Clearwater.  There have been several proposals for various parts of this property.  The most recent in May of 2005, was a request for a dental office on the western parcel, which was never built.

Mr. Mathison of Mathison Motors is looking to move the sales portion of their business to this site from their current side down the road in Stearns County.  The request is for a CUP for auto sales, auto financing and collection.  The site may secondarily be used for a repossession office and auto detailing.
The site may occasionally be used to store a tow truck but the storage of towed vehicles will be at a different location.  There would be 6-8 employees and hours of operation would be 8-8 M-F and 8-6 on Saturday.

New signage would be installed on the existing "Northland Buildings" sign.

There may be minor grading on the west side of the site to increase grade for additional outdoor storage of inventory.

Sobotta moved to approve the conditional use permit on the township level as presented for the auto sales business.  Motion seconded by Nelson. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Chris and Denise Vanlith, 7745 125th St NW made a request to have their property rezoned from AG to AG/R, they have 69 Acres.  The current land use plan is one house per 40 Acres and they already have used two building entitlements.  Mr. Vanlith stated that he talked with Tom Salkowski and was told that if the township would approve the rezoning, the county may allow the rezoning. The property is adjacent to property that is zoned AG/R with 4-10 Acre parcels. The board stated they would like to talk with Salkowski before any decision is made.  Motion was made Nelson to table the decision until the board talked with Salkowski, item to be placed on October 21, 2008 agenda.  Motion seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

The board discussed the decision by the City of Clearwater in regard to the Community Growth Grant.  The board expressed their disappointment with the lack of communication from the city council before and after they decided to withdraw the application for the CGG.  If the grant would have been rewarded, the township had hoped to use the grant money to update the OAA, fire contract and discuss the building of fire hall sub-station.
The board expressed interest in the possibility of the township incorporating in the near future.  Sobotta moved to have Clearwater Township incorporate.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion failed 0-3.
Sobotta moved to explore the possibly of Clearwater Township becoming incorporated.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Sobotta will do the research on what the procedure would be if the township would want to become incorporated.
Sobotta stated that the City of Clearwater and Clearwater Township need to meet to discuss and review the current annexation agreement. There have been changes in the Minnesota Statues in regard to OAA and the board would like to discuss the changes in the language with the City of Clearwater. Clerk Sharon Lee will contact the city to schedule a meeting for the two parties to meet and discuss the issue. Sharon will also talk with Tom Salkowski about placing the item on the agenda for the October Joint Planning Board Mtg.
The board discussed briefly the possible change of township elections to November.
Decision was tabled until the October regular meeting.
Correspondence:

District 7 Meeting and Election will be held on September 25, 2008 at the Anoka Ramsey Community College in Cambridge.

Green Acres Information Meeting will be held in Buffalo on September 25, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.
Road Maintenance Report:  Mike Ludenia
-  Johnson Crushing, Inc. and Annandale Rock Products will each provide 6,000 yds of gravel for the township roads.  Johnson Crushing, Inc. adjusted the price of the gravel to $5.00 per yd.   

-Fall Road Review was set for October 8, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.

-Quote from Liman Post & Beam was presented for a 32' X10' fence to be installed on the west side of maintenance building- materials, tax and labor $1,400.  Motion was made by Sobotta to approve the quote for the fence, seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
-Board approval was given to Ludenia to take the part-time snow plow operator with him the first couple of times, before there is a large amount of snow, to learn the roads.  Troy Mavencamp agreed to be the part-time snow plow operator. Mavencamp will need to fill out a W-4 and give to the clerk.
- Seal Coating on Mississippi Oaks, we share cost with Silver Creek Township; they plan to seal coat in 2009.  Clearwater Twp will need to plan in 2009 budget for the expenditure.

- The board approved the rental of a tractor to do the road side mowing.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7620-7653, 7648-7650, payroll checks #’s of for the total amount of $ 28,726.42 was approved for payment.    

Sobotta- moved to adjourn. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       Rose Thelen, Chairperson
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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