Clearwater Township       
Minutes- April 17, 2007   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Rose Thelen, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Nelson asked if there were any additions to the proposed agenda.  Thelen moved to approve agenda as presented, seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried 3-0.
The minutes of the annual meeting, organizational mtg. and regular meeting of March 20, 2007 were presented. Thelen moved to approve the minutes as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0
Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Checking: $1,166.18, Savings: $186,272.40, Total in Accounts: $187,438.58. Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.  

Supervisor Thelen reported on the organization of a planning commission for Clearwater Township. Supervisor Thelen stated that Dave Nelson, Sharon Lee and she discussed some of the options for the development of a planning commission with Anne Ackerman at the Short Course in St Cloud.  Ackerman would be willing to assist the township in the organization and development of a planning commission.

The board discussed briefly the Land Use Plan which will be updated by Wright County.  This update will include the NW Quadrant of the county, which can be generally described as everything north and west of the City of Buffalo.  Thelen recommended that the board allow the process to take place before there is anymore discussion on the development of a planning commission.  Sobotta agreed to wait until the NW Quadrant Land Use Plan is finalized, because it appears that some of the work of a planning commission would be duplicated by what the county would be doing. The board will work with the county on the development of the NW Quadrant Land Use Plan and if necessary will revisit the need for a planning commission.
Tim Cotter approached the board with a request to build a commercial building 40 by 96 on a residential lot in Hasty.  The property is zoning low density residential in the township’s land use plan.   The maximum size for a building on a residential lot is 2,000 square feet. 

The township board did not recommend changing the lot from residential to commercial because of the current land use plan; even if the township would approve the change the county would not approve it.

The board stated it would be better to wait several months until the county updates the land use plan/ comprehensive plan which include Clearwater Township.  The plan for that area maybe changed because it is located near I-94 and other commercial/ industrial properties.

Dan & Lonna Christenson presented a request for a conditional use permit to operate a lunch take-out establishment; D & L. Lunch Express, Inc. They are looking at leasing property located at 8265 179th Street NW.  The business would use the space to prep the food, cook the meat and chop the vegetables etc, and then deliver the lunches to area businesses.  Main menu would be tacos with cooked meat and fresh vegetables. There would be no walk-ins, so parking would not be an issue.   Septic system will be adequate because they need to just wash the vegetables and use the one bathroom.  Thelen moved to approve the request for a conditional use permit as presented.  Motion seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried 3-0.
Tom Schwartz presented a request for a lot line adjustment to alter lot lines between two adjoining lots to include land for the building (40 X 64) to be built entirely on the south lot. Mr. Schwartz has two building sites on his property and after MnDOT completes the Hwy 24 project, the smaller lot will be less than one acre so he will lose its building entitlement.  He presented two possible options to adjust the lot line to make the lot one acre, 1) move the small lot line to the west end of his property 2) put the smaller lot line at an angle. Sobotta moved to approve the lot line adjustment to be adjusted at an angle.  Then Sobotta amended the motion to approve the two possible options for a lot line adjustment to make the lot one acre.  Motion seconded by Thelen.  Motion carried. 

The one acre building entitlement must have township road access. A letter was sent to the Wright County Board of Adjustments stated that the township plans to build a township road on the section line 15 once the Hwy 24 project is complete.  
The bids were opened for 30,000 gallons of 38% calcium chloride.  Two bids were received:  Ferrellgas, 30,000 of 30% Magnesium Chloride Solution, $.65 per gallon; Dustcoating, Inc. 30,000 gallons of 38% calcium chloride, $.80 per gallon.  Rose Thelen moved to accept the bid of for 30,000 gallons of calcium chloride applied to various township roads at $.80 per gallon.   Motion seconded by Bruce Sobotta. Motion carried 3-0.
Public Comment: Judy Lindemann and Galen Hempel asked if the township could repair 159th Street.  The road was washed out during the spring thaw after the two heavy snowstorms in March. Sobotta stated that the township did haul in 12 loads of class 5 gravel to fill in the huge hole on the road March 20th.  The township did this has a courtesy, 159th Street is not an approved township road, we felt for safety reasons we needed to make it passable for emergency vehicles. If the township  was to accept 159th Street, the township would have to have a 66 ft right of way, that is to expensive for the township to bring it up to township specifications. 

Nelson stated that the property owners could set up a special taxing district to do road improvement on 159th Street. Only the property owners benefiting the improvements would be taxed.   Nelson stated that the township can not maintain a road that is not an official township road, it becomes a legal issue.

Hempel stated that they are already being taxed and paying for part of 159th Street; we should be able to get some help from the township!

Nelson stated that it becomes a legal issue; we can’t maintain a road that’s not an official town road. The board recommended that the property owners on 159th Street discuss whether they want to do their own maintenance or set up a special taxing district.  It may be possible to purchase gravel from Johnson’s Crushing at the same price that the township paid.
The bids were opened for paving maintenance/town hall parking area:  Two bids were received:  Mid-Minnesota Hot Mix, maintenance lot- $22,000, south entrance road $4,125.00, total of $26,125.00; Omann Bros. Paving, Inc.- maintenance lot- $22,000, south entrance road- $3,853.00, extra ½ inch mix  overlay $3,800 for extra strength, total of $29,653.00.  Rose Thelen moved to accept the bid from Omann Bros. Paving, Inc. of $25,853.00, Thelen amended motion to include the ½ inch overlay at the cost $3,800.00, total cost of $29,653.00.  Motion was seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried 3-0.
Road Review Report:

Gravel Needs for 2007:                                                       Calcium Chloride
Illsley Ave & 125th Street-3500 yards                                   125th Street and Hart


140th Street West of Hwy 24-1000 yards

           140th Street East and West of Hwy 24

Grover Ave I-94 to 155th Street- 2000 yards

           148th Street

160th Street North of Hwy 75- 3000 yards

           150th Street from Grover to Ferman 
Evans Ave- 100 yards                                                            160th Street E of Hwy 7 Grunwald                                                                 

Roads in Ray’s Addn. 1000 yards                                       
Huber Ave S of 160th Street  



Ireland Ave
                                 
  







Ray’s Addition Roads
2007 Construction Projects Needed
150th Street E of Grover- two frosts boils (town line road cost share with Silver Creek Twp)

Crack Fill by Hasty (town line road cost share with Silver Creek Twp)

Crack Fill by Mississippi Oaks (part of road in Silver Creek Twp)

159th Street needs to be built up north of Hwy 75

Grover Ave between 1-94 and Hwy 75 needs new asphalt

160th Street east of Hwy 7 needs to be built up

Culvert on Hubert Ave

145th Street between Huber & Hwy 7 –frost boils

150th Ave by Jim Andersons- bottom of hill 
Supervisor Nelson will talk with Silver Creek Township in regard to cost share on town line 

roads.
Correspondence: On file at clerk’s office
- Baby Animal Fair- April 22, 2007, Buffalo Civic Center
-Wright County Historical Society, Children’s Day, Chatham Town Hall
-City of Clearwater Well Head Protection Program (copy for board) 

-Wright County Tax Rates for Payable 2007 (copy for board)

Discussion was held on cement sidewalk at the entrance of town hall and the shields for the outside lights.  The board authorized Supervisor Sobotta to contact Ameribuilt Buildings to see if the problem can be solved.
The claims were presented for payment.  Bruce Sobotta moved to pay all the claims that were presented except the claim from Ameribuilt Buildings (check will be held until sidewalk and light problems are solved).  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Bruce Sobotta moved to adjourn.  Rose Thelen seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.     (Minutes approved on May 15, 2007)
______________________________                     _______________________________
Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chair

Date________________                                   Date____________________
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