Clearwater Township      UNAPPROVED 

Minutes- April 15, 2008   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chair Rose Thelen at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2008 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors Rose Thelen, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  Absent: Dave Nelson
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Thelen asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.   Sobotta moved to accept agenda as presented, seconded by Thelen.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

The minutes of the regular meeting of March 18, 2008 and the Organizational Mtg. were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented. Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Continued Items:    
Spring Clean-Up Day – May 3, 2008.  8:00-12 Noon.  The first truck will be arriving at 7:15 am, second truck at 8:30 am and the first truck will return after it dumps the first load.   
Report on Spring Short Course
-HAVA Voting Equipment will have to be used for township elections by March of 2010.
-Payroll for township officers must be done at least once a quarter.  Officers may not be covered by MAT - Errors and Omission insurance if the payroll payments are not current.  The elected officer would have to provide own insurance coverage if there was a lawsuit.
-Sign Retro reflectivity requirements have been added to the MUTCD, all signs must be replaced within the next four years.
Nixon Lake Workshop is set for May 22, 2008 at the Clearwater Township Hall from 7:00 pm-10:00pm. Thelen will make up some flyers advertising the workshop.

Fire Contract and Satellite Station

Thelen stated that the meeting for fire contract and satellite station discussion will be set up for June or July. The meeting would include representatives from the City of Clearwater, Lyndon Twp. and Clearwater Twp.  

Orderly Annexation Agreement

Thelen presented a memo from Troy Gilchrist in regard to the Orderly Annexation Agreement with the City of Clearwater. The board had asked Troy to review the current agreement between the city and the township. 
Gilchrist listed several issues favorable to the township and a list for potential concerns. The agreement was entered into between the City Of Clearwater and Town of Clearwater in 1998. There have been changes since 1998 to the annexation law, including one specifically meant to address concerns raised by township over the binding effect of orderly annexation agreements.  One suggestion Gilchrist made was that the township may want to change the language in the OAA to "provide exclusive procedures by which the unincorporated property identified in the agreement may be annexed to the municipality, the municipality shall not annex that property by any other procedure."  Since the adoption of this subdivision, practitioners and the State now often refer to orderly annexation agreements as being "binding contracts."
Recently, there have been cities that have challenged the OAA and have annexed properties outside the OAA areas because the courts said the agreement was not legally binding. Thelen will send Tom Salkowski a copy of the memo and have it discussed at the June meeting of the Joint Planning Board that is scheduled for June 23, 2008.  The board will discuss the agreement more after the Joint Planning Board meeting.
New Business Items:

Grant Everson approached the board with a request for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a nursery business with occasional retail sales. Hasty Woods Tree Farm & Nursery is a certified nursery stock dealer.  It is located on approximately 10 acres in Clearwater Township at 4440 160th Street NW.  He grows trees, shrubs, perennial flowers and deciduous trees.  The majority of the sales is off-site at flea markets or delivered to customers, landscapes and wholesale dealers.  Occasionally, customers will come to the nursery, maybe 2-3 week, but usually by appointment. He plans to have two four-day plant sales on the site in early June and late August. They may have 5-10 customers per day.
The board stated that they could see no problems with Mr. Everson's request. Sobotta moved to approve the CUP on the township level to operate a nursery business with occasional retail sales.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Silver Creek Township made a request for approval to apply calcium chloride on Elder Ave.  Elder Ave is a town line road and the two townships have an agreement to share expenses.  
Sobotta moved to approve the application of calcium chloride on Elder Ave.  Motion seconded by Thelen. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

The board discussed briefly the need for road repair on 150th Street, which is a town line road.  The estimate cost to repair the frost boils could be $10,000-$12,000. Thelen has discussed the problem with John Jones, Chairman of Silver Creek Township Board and made a request for approval to share the cost for the repairs.  Jones will discuss the request with the Silver Creek Township Board at their regular board meeting and then give Thelen a call with their decision.

Clerk Sharon Lee stated that she has received several calls from township residents this spring asking the township about stray dogs and cats.   The township has a dog ordinance that requires dogs to be on a leash in platted residential areas where homes are within 300 feet of each other.    At this time there is no ordinance for the picking up stray dogs or cats. 

The township does not have an agreement with any of the animal shelters.  The shelters charge a daily fee to house the animal.  The township could require dogs and cats to be licensed to cover the shelter cost.  Wright County doesn't handle the stray dog or cat problem, they will get involved if the dog is "at large" in a platted area or is a vicious dog.
The board does not feel that they wanted to get involved in licensing dogs and cats. Thelen stated that there is no statue stating the township must take care of stray dogs or cats but she would make some calls to see what may be available in the area.
Road Review is scheduled for April 22 at 5:00 pm.

The board will review the job applications on May 6th @ 7:00 pm.


Public Comment:  none
Correspondence-
Letter from Wright County  was received  in regard to Earth Day 2008 on April 22, 2008 from 9 am-7 pm- Free TV Collection Event- Wright Co. Compost & Recycling  505 County Road 37 NE, Buffalo.
Letter from 1000 Friends of Minnesota and University of Minnesota Center was received in regard to an opportunity for funding that maybe available to 10 small and fast growing communities in Minnesota.  The funding can be used for community planning, ordinance development and implementation.  The funding project would be available to 10 communities over 5 years, funding could be up to $100,000 each. Deadline for submitting the application or grant is May 15, 2008.  An informational meeting will be held in Chaska on April 22, 2008. Rose Thelen plans to attend the meeting. She plans to draft an application for receiving the grant.  
Road Report:  None
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7495-7505, payroll checks #’s 7506-7508 for the total amount of $7,207.56 was approved for payment.    

Sobotta- moved to adjourn.  Thelen seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                   Rose Thelen, Chair

Date________________                                   Date____________________
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