Clearwater Township     
Minutes-December 16, 2008   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 16, 2008 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Dan Mol (arrived at 7:37 p.m.) and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Clara Lopez, Carlos Lopez, Jessie Rieder, Vera Rieder, Mike Schroetke, Rose Thelen, Charlie Helwig and Barry Kukowski.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.  Sobotta moved to accept the agenda as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of November 18, 2008 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Land owners from north side of Fish Lake Shores, Forsythe Ave met with the board to discuss what could be done with their road. Carlos Lopez stated that there are five year around residents that live on Forsythe, trees and scrubs need to be cut and trimmed, large potholes in the road, they pay taxes and would like to have the road maintained.  Lopez asked for a clarification on why north side of Forsythe Ave is not considered a township road and why it is not maintained like the south side of Forsythe Ave is.
Supervisor Sobotta stated that we realize the road is in bad shape but it is a dedicated road for public use but it was never accepted as a township road because it was not built to specifications of a 66 ft road the township could accept.  Woodlawn Shores was platted in 1958 for development but the road was not built as a 66 ft road. In 1984 all the roads in the township were surveyed and the township accepted the roads that met the required specifications.  Woodlawn Drive which is now North Forsythe Ave did not met the requirements to be accepted.
Supervisor Dan Mol stated that in approximately 1995 the board met with the residents on north side of Forsythe Ave about what would have to be done with the road in order to get township equipment in.  He stated that the people were told that they would have to remove the trees on the east side of the road and widen the road to 66 ft.  The township residents stated that they did not want to do any upgrading on the road.
Carlos Lopez asked for a clarification on who is responsible for ambulances, fire trucks and police vehicles to get to their property.  Sobotta stated that it is the property owners responsibly because it is technically a private driveway. Lopez asked the board why south side of Forsythe got 20-23 loads of gravel last spring.  Sobotta stated that the township needed to build up the turn around with fill that they got from ditch work on Grover Ave. The postal service does provide mail service to the residents on south side Forsythe, the township has done snow removal and spread some gravel. Sobotta stated that the residents probably should have been charged for the maintenance provided. Lopez stated that as a citizen of Clearwater Township he is offended by the township maintaining the south side of Forsythe but not the north side.

The board stated that they would not do any maintenance on the north side of Forsythe until the road is built to township specifications.

Stacy Marquardt, Wright County Assistant Planner presented information on the Wright County Water Quality and Natural Resource Committee NWQ Comprehensive Plan Summary.  The main tasks for the committee were to identify natural resource areas of the NWQ of the County that are significant and could be designated as "Resource Lands" in accord with the process started in the NWQ Land Use Plan; to review and suggest modification, if necessary, for the policies that were developed during the NEQ Land Use Plan for the Resource Land District.
Marquardt presented a NWQ Draft Land Use Map for Clearwater Township, which included areas that have been proposed as Resource Land Districts.  She stated that approximately 60 people attended an open house in Annandale on October 1, 2008.  Most people were very supportive of the proposed areas for resource districts, a few people requested that their land to be taken out of the district.

Clearwater Township board did not receive the information on the open house until after their September 16th meeting; therefore, none of the board was in attendance. Supervisor Thelen was not at the September 16th meeting but had received information in regard to the open house in Annandale.
Marquardt ask if the board had any recommendations for changes in the current land use plan. The board discussed possible changes to the current Clearwater Township Land Use Plan that was approved in 2002, but did not want to make any recommendations until they heard from the township land owners.  Sobotta felt that the township land owners needed to have more input into the development of the final NWQ Land Use Plan. 

Stacy Marquardt stated that there would be an open house in the NWQ area and at that time the land owners would be invited to come and give input on areas that they would like changed in the land use plan.  Wright County would place notices in the newspapers about the open house. Sobotta stated that the land owners need to be notified by letter about the open house.
Sobotta moved to open the Clearwater Township Land Use Plan for recommendations from all township property owners. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion failed 0-3

Sobotta moved to open up the Clearwater Township Land Use Plan, notify all property owners about the Wright County Open House in order to obtain input from the citizens. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Clerk Sharon Lee will draft a notice to be sent to all property owners in Clearwater Township.  Address labels will be purchased from the P & Z office.

The board discussed briefly the junk complaint at Roger Thompson's property.  The property has not brought into compliance with Wright County Zoning Ordinances regarding exterior storage, refuse and miscellaneous nuisances.  Sobotta moved to notify the Wright County Sheriff's Dept. to issue a citation for violating the ordinance.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Nelson will contact the Wright County Sheriff's Dept.
Barry Kukowski presented an American Flag to Chairman Dave Nelson that was flown in the face of the Enemy at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex, Baghdad, Iraq on March 25, 2008.

Bruce Sobotta was appointed the Joint Planning Board was another 3 year term.

Change Township Elections to November    The board discussed changing the township elections to November because in 2010 a township with over 500 registered votes will be required to use the AutoMark voting machine at the township elections. The cost of coding the machine to read ballots is expensive.  Many townships are considering a change for their elections to November, one benefit would be shared cost for the coding the ballots for the general elections.  Township elections would be every two years, township offices terms would be lengthened to four year terms. The annual meeting would be in March.
Dan Mol moved to change by resolution the Clearwater Township elections, designating the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the even-numbered year as the date of the town general election.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  Clerk Lee will draft a resolution designating the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November as the town general election date and present at the January regular meeting.

Mol moved to transfer $12,000 from the Road & Bridge Fund to the Building/Equipment fund.  Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

The board decided to table the OAA update until April, 2009.

Fire Contract for 2010: Nelson, Sobotta and Mol attended the Fire Contract Meeting with the City of Clearwater before the regular meeting but there was no decision made as to what formula would be used for the 2010 fire contract.

Spring Clean Up Day: The board decided not to have a Spring Clean Day in 2009 but may have a clean up day in the fall.   In 2008 the Spring Clean Up Day cost the township about $1,736.00.  The cost to have the clean up day has increased each year and there have not been a lot of township residents participating.  

Wright County Township Officers Association Quarterly Meeting will be January 7, 2009 at Middleville Township Hall. 
Road Maintenance Report:  Mike Ludenia
The board authorized Mike to obtain 3 quotes for gravel hauling, and report at the January meeting.

The board would like Mike to get a trade in evaluation on the township's grader and get information from Cat, Case and John Deere dealers on new graders.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 1717-7737, Payroll Checks 7708-7716, Credit Card- 12/08, and PERA 12/18 for the total amount of $ 38,193.62 were approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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