Clearwater Township     
Minutes-February 17, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Dan Mol and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Wally Westerberg
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda. Mol moved to accept the agenda as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

The minutes of the regular meeting of January 20, 2009 and Audit Meeting on February 10, 2009 were presented. Mol moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Mail Box Support Policy
The board briefly discussed the policy for installation, replacement and maintenance of mailboxes. Bruce Sobotta made a motion that Clearwater Township Board adopt the following policy for installation and replacement of mailboxes and mailbox supports:

    1)  The mailbox support must be a swing- away mailbox support.

    2)  The mailbox support shall be positioned so the door of the mailbox is lined up

         with the outside edge of the shoulder of the road.

    3)  The bottom of the mailbox shall be approximately 42" from the road to the 

          bottom of the installed mailbox, not the top of the post.

    4)  The length of the horizontal bar on the mailbox support shall be approximately 48".

    5)  Newspaper tubes shall be placed above the horizontal pipe to prevent snowplow damage.    
(installation shall be done by vendors)

    6)  Mailboxes will only be repaired or replaced only if the mailbox supports meet the townships   standards and are damaged when actually hit by the snowplowing equipment.

The standard mailbox swing-away supports are available for purchase at the township office and will be installed by our maintenance department at the cost of $75. The individual mailbox shall be purchased and installed by the township resident.

Motion was seconded by Dan Mol.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Election & Annual Meeting:
The board discussed the supervisor's presentation and the agenda for the Annual Meeting on March 10, 2009.  Dave Nelson will present the 2008 summary and review, Bruce Sobotta will discuss the planned expenditures for 2009 and Dan Mol will present information future expenditures.
Stickney Crossing Library
Wally Westerberg presented a report on the Stickney Crossing Library. He stated that the usage has increased over the last year.  A survey was taken during one week in February and it indicated that 21% of individuals using the library were from Clearwater Township. The operating budget will increase $3,000 for 2009.  There is an increase in the rent and utilities for the building that houses the library.  The library committee is asking for a $400.00 increase in support from Clearwater Township to help cover the increase in the operating budget. In 2008 Clearwater Twp has contributed $1,000.  The board made no decision on the proposed increase but will discuss possible increase at the Annual Meeting.
CapX2020 Xcel Energy Update

Tim Carlsgaard, Communication Public Affairs Manager and Darrin Lahr, routing lead from Xcel Energy presented an update on the proposed routes for the St Cloud- Monticello 345-kv transmission line.  
In August of 2007 they filed the first permit for a Certificate of Need.  Carlsgaard stated that there have been several hearings and public meetings with the law judges to determine whether the new lines are necessary.  The Public Utilities Commission should receive a ruling from the administrative judge by June on the Certificate of Need.

Darrin Lahr stated that the next step is to file a routing permit.  There are three possible routes; a preferred route is along I-94 corridor, which would be the least invasive of property in Clearwater Township.  The Alternate route A would run along I-94, south on State Hwy 24 and then south and east across Clearwater Twp by way of road right of way.  Alternate B route is similar to Alternate A route but with more right of way next to the I-94 corridor.  Lahr stated that I-94 is the preferred route because of cost but the final decision is up to MnDot which has control over the I-94 right of way.
There will be public hearings where land owners can express their concerns and objections to the proposed routes.  Lahr stated that the process will take another year to complete and the final decision will be up to the state as what the route will be.

Wright County Commissioner Rose Thelen shared information with the board on the 2009 Wright County Budget. Each of the Department heads have been asked to do a 5% cut in their budgets.  She stated that she wants to keep the communication open between the Wright Co. Board and the townships, will try to meet with township boards each quarter. Thelen stated that she plans to have lunch with township clerks on a bi-monthly basis.
Purchase of Trees
Approval was given to Supervisor Dave Nelson to order more trees in the spring.  The trees will be planted on the townhall/maintenance building site.
Upcoming Events:

Organization Meeting: 7:00 p.m. on March 17, 2009

Township Officers Short Course Meeting- March 23, 2009 in St Cloud

Board of Review- May 5, 2009

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7767-7777, Payroll Checks 7764--7766, Credit Card- 02/09, and PERA 02/18 for the total amount of $ 13,001.87 were approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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