BOARD OF REVIEW- May 5, 2009
The Board of Review meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman, David Nelson at 7:00 p.m. on May 5, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.   Board members present were Chairman David Nelson, Supervisors Bruce Sobotta, Dan Mol and Clerk Sharon Lee, and Wright County Assessors, Keith Triplett and Chase Philippi. Chase Philippi performed the 2009 assessment for Clearwater Township through contract with Wright County. 

Chase presented some of the criteria used in the assessment:
· The Board of Review is for the 2009 assessment for taxes due and payable in 2010.  The Board does not have the authority to change any prior years’ assessments

· The authority of the local board extends over the individual assessments of real and personal property.  The board cannot increase or decrease by percentage all of the assessments in the district of a given class of property.

· State law requires the assessor to be at 100% of market value; however the State allows the Assessor to be within a range of 90% to 105 percent of the market value.

· The sales ratio study time is from October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2008.  The sales data gathered from this ratio period is used to appraise property as of January 2, 2009.

Residential/Seasonal Recreational property valuations, whether up, down, or remaining the same, are the result of 7 sales used in the sales ratio study.  During this year's sales study, we only had 2 qualified sales in the sales ratio study. This is down from 7 sales in last year's sales study. The sales ration for Clearwater Township for the 2009 assessment year was 92.60%.  Agricultural property valuations, whether up, down, or remaining the same, are the results of 26 sales used in the AG sales ratio study.  The AG sales ratio for Clearwater Twp for the 2008 assessment year was 92.99%.  Green Acre values county wide saw an increase of 31% for the 2009 assessment, taxes payable in 2010. 
There were no taxpayers present wishing a review of their assessment. 
Wright County Assessor's office received a request from Sue Henstein, 16087 Gowan Ave NW, asking for an adjustment in the value of her three parcels of land.  She stated that she had an appraisal done on April 21, 2009 and they placed the value of the parcels at $220,000. The Assessor's office had placed the value of parcel #204-030-001120 at $216,800, parcel # 204-030-001130 at $10,400, and parcel #204-030-00110 at $76,000.

Chase stated that he would recommend that the board lower the market value of the three parcels because he had miscalculated the value of the three parcels. He recommended that the board consider reducing the 2009 value of parcel # 204-030-001120 from $216,800 to $212,900, #204-030-001130 from $10,400 to $2,600, and parcel # 204-03--001110 from $76,000 to $50,500.

Sobotta moved to reduce the market value of parcel # 204-030-001120 from $216,800 to $212,900 based on Chase Philippi recommendation.  Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.

Mol moved to reduce the market value of parcel # 204-030-001130 from $10,400 to $2,600 based on Chase Philippi recommendation.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.

Sobotta moved to reduce the market value of parcel # 204-030--001110 from $76,000 to $50,500 based on Chase Philippi recommendation.  Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.

Chase Philippi read a letter from Karen Luoma-Varlchak, who has a seasonal cabin on Fish Lake, parcel # 204-119-001090, market value of $59,600,   Ms. Luoma-Varlchak stated that the cabin had flooded again and that the cause was when the Clearwater Golf Course was built and the  Mississippi River water was re-routed and this cause Fish Lake to flood.  She did not request any change to the valuation of her property.
Mol moved to make no change to the market valuation of Ms. Luoma-Varlchak's property.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.

Sobotta moved to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mol   Meeting adjourned. Time: 7:59 p.m.

Motion carried 3-0
_____________________   Date____________          _________________________       Date_____________
Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                                     David Nelson, Chairman
