Clearwater Township       UNAPPROVED
Minutes- November 20, 2007   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman 
David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 20, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Rose Thelen and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.   Sobotta moved to accept agenda as presented, seconded by Thelen.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of October 16, 2007 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented. Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Continued Items:

Scott Miller, 8480 163rd Street NW has received a building permit from the county to install a high fence between the two barns.  The property is zoned AG so there can be no storage of commercial vehicles from his Interstate Automotive business.  The board will continue to keep in touch with Mr. Miller in regard to this matter.
Bruce Sobotta reported that he has not been able to talk with Loren Mathison in regard to the bill for damage to Grover Ave; Mr. Mathison is out of state. Sobotta will follow-up with this and give a report at the December meeting. 
Junk Violation at 15013 County Rd 7 NW- Marvin Messer has cleaned up the property no further action will be taken. 
New Business Items:

James Michaelis, 15139 Elder Ave NW, Clearwater met with the board and made a request for a temporary use permit to allow his cabinet shop to continue for one year while a permanent location can be found.  His property is zoned R-1 and home extended business is not allowed.  Rose Thelen moved to grant a temporary Conditional Use Permit on the township level which would allow Mr. Michaelis to continue to use his cabinet shop for up to one year or until he can locate a permanent location for his cabinet shop.   Motion was seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Richard Stirling, Stirling Sounds, 15525 Grove Ave NW, presented a request for a Conditional Use Permit to operate an audio production facility as a home occupation with occasional overnight accommodations provided for clients.  Mr. Stirling stated there would be very little increase in traffic, he would have about one client a week, and there would be 2-3 people involved.  On some occasions it maybe necessary, if the recording process goes late in the evening, the client may chose to stay in one of the spare bedrooms available.  Stirling stated that there is no charge for the room.  Rose Thelen moved to approve of the Conditional Use Permit as presented, seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Doug Nieters, Clearwater Fire and Rescue presented the proposed fire contract for Clearwater Twp for 2009 and 2010.  The current contract for 2008 is $42,334.00 with 100% coverage of the township, 2009 contract amount will include a 10% increase also include partial truck payments as discussed last January. The proposed fire contract is $46,567.00 plus $7,000 for truck payment, total contract will be $53,567.00.  Nieters stated that the proposed contract for 2010 would include a 4% increase over 2009, proposed fire contract budget would be $48,430.00 plus $7,000 for truck, total for 2010 would be $55,430.00.  The board will discuss the proposed fire contract and then make a recommendation at the Annual Meeting, March 11, 2008.

Mr. Nieters also presented information for the Clearwater Township board to consider, the building of a fire substation on the land next to the current town hall/maintenance building.  Nieters stated that many other communities have decided to build fire substation in the rural areas, to improve the responds time of the fire department personnel.  If there would be a fire pumper located in the township the township resident’s could see a lower ISO rate which would lower the fire insurance premiums.

The township board members are open to continue the discussion on the proposal of having a fire substation.  Sobotta asked Nieters if he would provide information on the type of building needed, then the board would discuss the cost.  The board would like to discuss the proposal with Lynden Township because a substation located in Clearwater Township would also lower the response time and insurance rates for their township.

Northwest Quadrant Land Use Plan: Bruce Sobotta and Rose Thelen were recommended as volunteers to serve on the committee to work on the NW Quadrant Plan.  The clerk will send the recommendation to Planning & Zoning in Buffalo.

Public Comment:

John & Diane Ironside, parcel address 9919 120th ST NW PID, presented a surveyors sketch to divide parcels 32, 33, and 34 into 4 building sites.  The property is located in Clearwater Twp and Corinna Township, only one of the proposed lots is in Clearwater Twp.  There is to be no change on the Clearwater lot, each of the lots must have 150’ of lake shore.  The board approved the preliminary plot on Bass Lake on the township level.

Ronald Schabel, 16517 Gowan Ave NW would like the board to continue discussion on resurfacing Gowan Ave/Fish Lake frontage road.  Mr. Schabel would like to have some funds included in the 2008 budget to pay for the engineer report, cost is about $12,000, and the report is needed before any repairs on the road can be done. The board discussed what they could do to fix the problem; they may seal coat or may have to remove the tar and replace with gravel. The board took no action, but will discussed the possibly of monies being allocated for repair/ resurfacing the frontage road in 2008 budget.
Correspondence:

-Letter received from Wright County Department of Highways stating that Wright County is one of the six counties selected for the second round of Township Sign Replacement Program.  An update will be presented at the Township Officers Quarterly Mtg. on January 3, 2008.

Road Report:  Jerry Duncan
Jerry stated that there still is a problem with the trees on 125th Street.  Nelson will talk with Fred Schafer to see what can be done with the trees.

Jerry would like to have the electric pole moved by Tom Bihl’s property.  Nelson stated that the pole belongs to Wright Hennepin Electric and he will call W-H to see if they would be willing to move the pole.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7392-7406, payroll checks #’s 7407-7408 for the total amount of $13,054.69 was approved for payment.    

Thelen moved to adjourn.  Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chairman

Date________________                                   Date____________________
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