Clearwater Township     
Minutes-November 18, 2008   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chair Rose Thelen at 7:33 p.m. on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors Rose Thelen, David Nelson and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Clara Lopez, Carlos Lopez, Eric Leander, Darlene Greer, Dan Mol, Jim Lee.

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Thelen asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.  Sobotta moved to accept the agenda as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of October 21, 2008 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Assessment Services Agreement from the Wright County Assessor’s Office for 2010 -2011 was presented.  The current rate per parcel is $10.50.  The proposed assessment service agreement the rate would remain at $10.50 per parcel.  Nelson moved to approve the contract with Wright County Assessor’s Office at $10.50 per parcel as presented.  Motion seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Information on a Public Hearing- Wright County Planning Commission, December 18, 2008 was presented.

Section 724.4 Billboards:  to amend Section 724.4 (4) sign regulations by adding the following Underlined language: No billboard shall be erected within a hundred (100) feet of any abutting

Property line in a district where billboards are prohibited, excepting therefrom railroad property, which physically contains railroad tracks, shall require no setback.   Otherwise billboards shall meet the same side and rear setback as any other buildings or structure in that district.

The proposed amendment would allow billboards to be placed with no setback from adjacent property that contains railroad tracks.  A 100 foot setback is currently required. The applicant, Steve Anderson, 
has applied for a billboard in Rockford Township where railroad tracks abut the rear property line. This amendment would apply to that proposal as well as any future proposals in Wright County.
Bruce Sobotta moved to approve on the township level the proposed amendment to Section 724.4 Billboards as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Clerk will send township response form to the Planning and Zoning office.
The board briefly discussed the property line fence between the Clearwater Township property and the Regina Coan property. The fence needs to be repaired to prevent Regina Coan's horses from getting out again.  Nelson stated that he had tried to contact Regina Coan so she could come to the township meeting but did not get a call back from her.  The board decided to do a temporary fix by putting a few fence posts in and a wire on the top of the fence to stop the horses from getting out again.  The board will contact Regina Coan about doing a more permanent fence repair.
Budget/Employee Review meeting will be December 9, 2008 at 7:30 pm.

Fire Contract Meeting with the City of Clearwater set for December 11, 2008 at 6:00 pm.
Correspondence:   None
Road Maintenance Report:  Mike Ludenia
· Salt shed and fence is done
· Trees have been cut along Huber Ave
· Al Landon is trapping beaver on the state land
· Salt and sand has been purchased for winter season
Rose Thelen submitted her resignation as supervisor from the Clearwater Township Board effected November 18, 2008.  Thelen will be sworn in as District 1 County Commissioner January 5, 2009.

The board thanked Thelen for her almost six years of service as supervisor and wished her well as District 1 County Commissioner.
Vice Chairman Dave Nelson stated that the board will need to appoint a township resident to fill Thelen’s unexpired term; her term will expire in March 2009. The following individuals have indicated that they would be interested in being appointed to fill Thelen's unexpired term: Kristin Helwig, Eric Leander, Carolos Lopez and Dan Mol.  

· Kristin Helwig, current treasurer stated that she decided not to pursue the appointment but would serve out her term as treasurer and may file for the position of supervisor in December.
· Eric Leander stated that he would like to have his name withdrawn from consideration. 

· Carlos Lopez who is a retired Chemical Engineer, a Clearwater township property owner for 30 years and a resident of Fish Lake since 2001. He stated that he was interested in serving the township as supervisor; sees that there are a lot of challenges in the job but he has seen the good that a township supervisor can do and he would like to have an opportunity to have a voice in the decisions that are made. 
· Dan Mol stated that he was a former Clearwater Twp. Supervisor serving for 9 years but decided not to run for re-election six years ago.  Mol stated that he would like to give something back to the community and become a part of the decision making process of the township. While serving as supervisor he was involved in the development of the current Clearwater Twp. Land Use Plan and the Orderly Annexation Agreement with the City of Clearwater. 
Vice Chairman Nelson stated that the township board would close the meeting and adjourn to the Clerk office to discuss the candidates for appointment.

After a short closed meeting, Vice Chairman Nelson asked for a motion to appoint an individual to fill the unexpired term of supervisor.  Bruce Sobotta moved to appoint Dan Mol to fill the unexpired term.  Motion was seconded by Clerk Sharon Lee.  Motion carried 3-0.
Dave Nelson stated that the clerk and the supervisors had agreed that Dan Mol’s past experience would be an immediate benefit to the township board. Nelson stated that the board will have some difficult decision to make in the next few months.  We will be meeting with the City of Clearwater to discuss the fire contract and the orderly annexation agreement. The board will also be reviewing the NW Quadrant Land Use Plan which includes the Clearwater Township Land Use Plan.  The board stated that Dan’s experience will be a real asset to the board at this time.
Dan Mol was sworn in as Clearwater Township Supervisor by Clerk Sharon Lee to finish the unexpired term of Rose Thelen. His term will expire in March of 2009. 

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7683-77-7, Payroll Checks 7680-7682, Credit Card- 11/10, and ACH 11/18 for the total amount of $ 53,442.23 was approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.     

______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Vice Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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