Clearwater Township       
Minutes- July 17, 2007   UNAPPROVED
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 17, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Rose Thelen, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Chairman Nelson asked if there were any additions to the proposed agenda.   Thelen moved to approve agenda as presented, seconded by Sobotta.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of June 19, 2007 were presented. Thelen moved to approve the minutes as presented. Sobotta seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Checking: $1,185.76, Savings: $25,282.02, Total in Accounts: $26,467.78. Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The Lee family, Karen Lee Mol, John Lee and James Lee presented a plaque to Chairman Dave Nelson for the flag and flag pole in honor of the many relatives of Lees’ who served on the Clearwater Township Board.

Leroy Mehr presented a request to rezone 33.55 A. of land at 160 St NW/ Evans Ave. to R-2A which is 5 Acre lots.  The Clearwater Township Land Use Plan and Zoning Map designate the land as Ag- which is 1 house per 40 Acres.
The board stated that they would not change the zoning of the property because of how it is in the designated in current land use plan.  Sobotta stated that the township will be involved in a new land use plan for Clearwater Township in the very near future.  The process will involve the boards’ participation and there will be public hearings that the residents can attend and discuss how the land should be used in the future.  The board took no action.
Regina Coan approached the board with a request for a Conditional Use Permit to move-in a 66 ft. X 26 ft. dwelling to her property located in Section 15, Township 122, and Range 27.  The house has been inspected and approved by Wright County.  Thelen moved to approve on the township level the Conditional Use Permit to move-in the house as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Bob Stavrum approached the board with a request for a Conditional Use Permit to open a home base business at his home located at 15945 County Road Hwy 75.  He plans to open a business to do engine testing and rebuilding.  His property is located on 5 Acres and the business would be in a shed that is 40 ft. x 64 ft., but will not be using the total building for the business.
Thelen ask about noise- Stavrum stated that there would not be any noise- there would be no vehicle involved in the testing and rebuilding.

Bruce Sobotta moved to approve on the township level the Conditional Use Permit as presented.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Chuck Derry presented information about a problem at Nixon Lake with jet skis and boats with large motors on them.  Derry, who was representing Friends of Nixon Lake, asked the board to consider restricting jet skis and boating be limited to watercraft with 25 hp or smaller motors. 

Derry presented a petition with 75 signatures of people; approximately 25 of the signatures were not Clearwater Township residents, who would like to see Nixon Lake have restrictions on watercraft. 
Derry stated that the Friends of Nixon Lake is a group of Clearwater Twp, residents who wish to preserve the quiet integrity of the lake. Due to the small size of the lake, we believe speedboat and jet ski activity undermines the quiet, peaceful nature of the swimming and fishing.  

Several of the people in attendance stated that they had a real concern about the safety of the children on the beach. The felt that the there is no reason to have speedboats or jet skis on such a small lake like Nixon.  The boats are just tearing thru the weed beds in the center of the lake, which is an ecological disaster.
Sobotta stated that the people on the jet skis and in the boats are not breaking the law, it is a public lake, and if there is a violation it should be handled by the water patrol.  The people need to use common sense when operating a jet ski or motor boats.  How many of the lake property owners have been contacted about restricting the motor boat size?   The petition does not have any signatures from property owners on Nixon Lake.  
Derry stated that they have talked with several of the lake property owners but did not get their signature on the petition.  The people that he talked with were in favor of having a township ordinance to restrict jet skiing, water skiing and the size of horsepower for the boats.

Supervisor Thelen stated that the process will include public hearings and public input; it is important that we being the process because we need to have it in place by next summer.

Supervisor Nelson agreed there seems to be a problem but he was not willing to move forward until he has input from the lake property owners.  This is the first time the board has heard anything about the problem, “I hate to make new laws until I know the impact it will have.” 

Sobotta stated that he had nothing against the process but he felt that the board needed to have input from everyone on the lake before they start the process of establishing a new ordinance for Nixon Lake.  He stated “I’m not going forward with this; I want to hear what those people have to say.”
After a lengthy discussion on the problems and concerns of Nixon Lake, Rose Thelen made a motion to proceed with the development of a township ordinance that would designate Nixon Lake as a “no wake” lake.  Motion seconded by Dave Nelson. 
After another 15 minutes of discussion, Rose Thelen withdrew the motion on the floor and made a motion to table the discussion until the next meeting.  Motion was seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Sobotta attended an informal meeting at Silver Creek Township where several townships discussed the up coming Land Use Plan that will be developed for the NW Quadrant by Wright County.  Sobotta stated that each township would like to have input in their own Land Use Plan, some of the township may hire an outside consultant help develop the best plan for their township land. 
Brief discussion was held on the purchasing appliances for the town hall. Dave Nelson stated that he is willing to donate a refrigerator and stove which are about 15-18 years old.  Sobotta and Thelen stated that the township should purchase new appliances because of the color and size.  If the appliance needs to be replaced it may not fit in the built-in cabinets.
Bruce Sobotta moved to have Sharon Lee purchase a new refrigerator, electric oven and microwave.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Bruce Sobotta- yes, Rose Thelen- yes and Dave Nelson- no, motion carried 2-1.

Road Report
Supervisor Nelson stated that there are several roads in the township that are in need of more water and calcium chloride because of the unofficial detour for the road work on Hwy 24, the roads are North Huber, 148th St. NW, 140th Street and 125th Ave.   The board agreed that there is a need to for additional water and calcium chloride on the roads. Jerry Duncan will make arrangements to have this done as soon as possible.  The expense for the additional water and calcium chloride will be submitted to MnDOT for reimbursement.  Thelen moved give authorization for the additional water and calcium chloride on the unofficial detour roads.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Duncan stated that it will be necessary to replace the two front tires on the motor grader.  Bruce Sobotta moved to replace the two front tires on the motor grader.  Thelen seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7305-7325, payroll checks #’s 7326-28 for the total amount of $66,988.43 were approved for payment.    
unanimously
Rose Thelen moved to adjourn.  Bruce Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.     
______________________________                     _______________________________
Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chair
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