Clearwater Township     
Minutes-January 20, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Dan Mol and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors as signed in:  Dave Johnson, Del Moeller, Jerry Finch, Linda Wente and Regina Coan.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda. Nelson asked to have Regina Coan added to agenda. Mol moved to accept the agenda as presented with the addition of Regina Coan. Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of December 16, 2008 and Special Meeting on December 9, 2008 were presented. Mol moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Fire Contract

Lynden Township and Clearwater Township board members discussed the 2010 fire contract.   The boards have had two meetings with the City of Clearwater but they have not been able to agree on a fair formula to be used to develop the fire contract.
Lynden Township supervisor, Jerry Finch stated that if the two townships could be in agreement on a formula before they meet with the City they may have a better chance of getting the city council to agree on a new formula that all three groups could accept. 

Discussion was held on two possible plans: "Plan A"- Finch suggested using the fire departments budget and multiplying it by the percentage of calls for each group over the last 3 years, then take the other 50% of the budget and multiply it by the percentage of homesteaded parcels. Sobotta stated that their would be a problem with the homestead parcels because Clearwater Township has a lot of people that live in the city but have a lake home in the township, so the parcel would not be listed as a homestead.  The Clearwater Twp. Board suggested using parcels with structures on them as part of the formula.  Lynden Twp. Board agreed as long it is "verifiable data" we get from the counties.  Clerk Sharon Lee stated that she could get the information from Wright County.  All the supervisors agreed to present "Plan A" at the next fire contract meeting on January 29, 2009  The supervisors also discuss "Plan B" which would be taking a portion of the budget and divide it 3 ways, then split the remainder by using the number of calls. All the supervisors stated that they would like to see the formula have a lot of weight on the number of calls from each jurisdiction.
Linda Wente, 14459 Huber Ave approached the board with a request to move a four stall garage onto her property. She stated that Wright County Planning & Zoning had denied her request on May 16, 2007 to move a garage onto her property because of multiple vehicles that have not been licensed, miscellaneous building supplies and other refuse as illegal outdoor storage. There is also a 20 ft by 50 ft manufactured home (trailer house) on the property that must be removed. 
She stated that most of the vehicles are gone, some of the scrap metal has been removed and the building supplies are being used to remodel her house.  The trailer house will be moved as soon as she can sell it.
Mol stated that the property is not in compliance with Wright County ordinances and that the county will not give permission to move in the garage until the property violations are corrected. He told her that he would not give her false hope of moving the garage unless she moves the trailer house off the property. 

Sobotta stated that the township could give approval on the township level but the final approval must come from the county.

Sobotta moved to approve on the township level to move in the 4 stall garage. Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Up Coming Calendar Events
-  Audit Meeting is set for February 10, 2009

- Township Officer's Meeting at 7:00 pm on February 24, 2009 at South Side Township Hall.
-  Board of Review - May 5, 2009 at 7:00 pm

Opening of Quotes of Gravel Hauling

The quotes were opened for 12,000 cu yards (6,000 cu yards from Johnson Pit and 6,000 cu yards from Annandale Rock Products pit) of gravel hauling and spreading.   Quotes were received from Mid-Minnesota Hot Mix- $4.45 per cubic yd from Annandale Rock Product pit, $2.73 per yard from Johnson pit; Bjorklund Trucking- $3.82 per cubic yd from Annandale Rock Pit, $2.74 from Johnson Pit and DL Excavating- $3.97 per cubic yard hauling from Johnson pit and Annandale Rock Products pit.  Mol moved to award the gravel hauling quote of $3.82 from Annandale Rock Pit and $2.74 from Johnson Pit to Bjorklund Trucking of Isanti. Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Appointment of Election Judges

Sobotta moved to approve Nancy Pierskalla, Patrick Walters, Tom Steiner, David Nelson and Sharon Lee as election judges for the township election on March 10, 2009. Mol seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Repair of Fence 

The board briefly discussed the fence between Clearwater Township Hall and Regina Coan's.  Mrs. Coan's horses have gotten out several times in the past few months.  The fence is in need of repair and it was decided that in the spring the township and Mrs. Coan will add some post and new wire to repair the fence.

Road Report by Maintenance Supervisor Mike Ludenia
Brief discussion was held on purchasing an additional 10,000 gallons of magnesium chloride to be applied on the township roads. Road Supervisor, Mike Ludenia stated that the cost would be about $7,000, which is approximately the cost of a packer and applied water to the roads. He made a recommendation that the township not use the water truck and packer but use the funds to purchase more magnesium chloride. Mol moved to approve the purchase of an additional 10,000 gallons of magnesium chloride to be applied to the township roads.  Sobotta seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  Ludenia will get quotes for 50,000 gallons of magnesium chloride.
Ludenia asked the board for a clarification on the snow plowing policy at the Nixon Lake access. The board briefly discussed the policy of snow plowing at the Nixon Lake access. Mol stated that it is the township's responsibility to plow the snow at the access so Larry Schut can get into his driveway.  Schut gave an easement to the township when the access was made and the agreement was then that the township would plow the snow so Schut would be able to have access to the gate into his property.
Mike Ludenia and the board discussed mailboxes that have been damaged when plowing snow.  Mike stated that some of the mailboxes are not mounted on the post correctly, or are placed to close to the road making if difficult to plow snow without damaging the mailbox and or post. Some of the boxes were damaged when the wing hits the box but some were damaged by the snow and ice.  

The board asked Clerk Sharon Lee to check with the Wright County and the US Postal Service for regulations on the installation of rural boxes.   The board would like to establish a policy for installation of new mailboxes and replacement of mailboxes that are damaged by the plow or by snow.

Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7743-7763, Payroll Checks 7738-7742, Credit Card- 01/08, and PERA 01/20 for the total amount of $ 12,540.03 were approved for payment.    

Mol moved to adjourn. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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