MINUTES OF THE CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING 

March 11, 2008
Clerk Sharon Lee called the annual meeting of the Town of Clearwater to order at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2008, at the Clearwater Town Hall.  Approximately 28 residents were present.  After the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, nominations were asked for a meeting moderator.  Ron Schabel nominated Candace Samuelson, seconded by Sam Samuelson. Candace Samuelson was elected as meeting moderator.

The moderator read the prepared agenda.  She then asked for a motion to waive the reading of the March 13, 2007 minutes as printed copies were available.  Sam Samuelson moved to waive the reading of the minutes, seconded by Dan Mol.   Motion carried.  The moderator asked for any questions, errors and omissions in the minutes.  Hearing none, the moderator asked for a motion to approve.  Debbie Schabel moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Scott Miller.  Motion carried.  

The moderator asked for a motion to waive the reading of all checks written and received since a copy of the checks had been made available at the meeting.   Sam Samuelson moved to waive the reading of the checks, seconded by Jim Lee.  Motion carried.

The treasurer read a synopsis of the treasurer’s report.   Jean Ziebarth moved to approve the report as presented, seconded by Judy Lashinski.  Motion carried.

Dave Nelson gave the road report.  The township had to spend extra monies on the roads during the summer of 2007 because of the Hwy 24 Road Project that used several of the township roads as a detour.  Approximately 10,000 yards of additional gravel, 10,000 gallons of C.C. and additional watering was spread and applied to Huber Ave, 140th, 148th, 145th, Ireland Ave.  Nelson stated that Clerk Sharon Lee submitted a claim of $69,403 to MN DOT for additional expense that the township incurred.  The monies from MNDOT has been received in 2008 and deposited in the Equipment/Building Fund. 
Wright County will receive a grant from the state for new signage for the townships in Wright County; Clearwater Township has 287 signs which will be replaced in 2009, the grant will pay for 90% of the cost of installing and replacing the signs, the township will pay 10%.

The board will purchase 12,000 yards of gravel and approximately 35,000 gallons of calcium chloride for 2008.   The board is not planning on any major road projects. An increase is expected in the cost of gravel and gravel hauling in 2009 because of the increase in the fuel cost.  The board plans to spread at least 12,000 yards of gravel in 2009. Nelson stated that the proposed levy for Road and Bridge Fund for 2009 is $300,000, an increase of 3.4%.
Dan Mol moved to set the Road and Bridge levy at $300,000 for 2009.  Jim Lee seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Supervisor Rose Thelen presented the information on the proposed Town Revenue levy for 2009 of $50,000, an increase of 4.2%.  Thelen explained that the town revenue covers expense for the town board, professional fees, elections, public notices, library, web site, insurance, utility cost, and assessor’s fees.  She stated that the board is planning on an increase in the assessor’s fee as the contract will be negotiated in 2008 for 2009-2010 contracts.

Sam Samuelson moved to set the Town Revenue levy at $50,000 for 2009.  Jean Ziebarth seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Clerk Sharon Lee presented information on Recycling Fund.  Lee stated that about 215 residents are recycling on a regular basis.  We have a contract with Wright Recycling for $1,454.25 for twice a month pickup.  The Wright County rebate for recycling is based on the number of tons that are recycled by the township residents; in 2007 the township received $5,061.00 in rebates from the county. Lee stated that there is no proposed increase in recycling for 2009; the board is recommending that the fee remain at $25.00 per household. Scott Miller moved to set the Recycling levy at $25.00 per household, seconded by Sam Samuelson.  Motion carried.
Spring Clean-up Day with be on May 3, 2008 from 8:00 AM-12 Noon.  There will be an additional charge for all appliances, tires, electronic equipment, TV’s, Computers, and Monitor etc.

Township Clerk Sharon Lee read the results of the annual election.  Dave Nelson received 61 votes and Scott Miller received 40 votes on a write-in, Dave Nelson was re-elected as Supervisor of a 3 year term, Sharon Lee was re-elected as clerk for a two-year term with 90 votes. Total of 107 ballots were cast, there were 6 spoiled ballots, the candidates name was written in on the ballot but was not checked as the candidate of choice, thus the vote could not be counted.

Clearwater Fire Department representative Fire Chief Doug Nieters and Clearwater Mayor Lee Monk presented information about the proposed Fire Protection Contract for 2009. 

Last August the township received a proposed fire contract for 2009 of $53,567 which was an increase of 26.5 % over the 2008 contract. In November, Chief Nieters met with the township board and discussed the 2009 contract which was approved by the Clearwater City Council. The proposed levy was a 10% increase over the 2008 contract plus $7,000 for pay off the tanker truck.   Nieters stated that the first two years the City has made the payments for that truck but felt that the townships should share some of the cost. Mayor Monk stated that if it wasn’t for the townships, we wouldn’t have a tanker truck; the city does not need a grass rig to service the City of Clearwater.
On Monday, March 10th, Lynden Township asked to negotiate with the fire department on the proposed fire contract.  Doug Nieters and City of Clearwater Finance Officer, Vicky Holthaus reworked some of the numbers in order to reduce the amount proposed for Lynden Township.  Nieters stated that it was only fair that they also reduce Clearwater Township share as well.  The proposed contract for 2009 was presented at $49,334 which is an increase of 16.5%.  The Clearwater City Council has not approved the change in the proposed levy; it will be presented at the next council meeting.
After a brief discussion Dan Mol moved to set the fire contract levy at $49, 334 for 2009.  Jim Lee seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
The moderator asked for any other new business, hearing none, asks for a motion to adjourn.

Bruce Sobotta moved to adjourn the meeting.   Sam Samuelson seconded.  Meeting adjourned.  Time:  9:04 p.m.
_____________________________                   ______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                                      Election Judge
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