MINUTES OF THE CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING 

March 13, 2007
Clerk Sharon Lee called the annual meeting of the Town of Clearwater to order at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 13, 2006, at the Clearwater Town Hall.  Approximately 29 residents were present.  After the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, nominations were asked for a meeting moderator.  Tom Steiner nominated Candace Samuelson, seconded by Bob Stockstead. Candace Samuelson was elected as meeting moderator.

The moderator read the prepared agenda.  She then asked for a motion to waive the reading of the March 14, 2006 minutes as printed copies were available.  Bob Stockstead moved to waive the reading of the minutes, seconded by Dorothy Steiner.   Motion carried.  The moderator asked for any questions, errors and omissions in the minutes.  Hearing none, the moderator asked for a motion to approve.  Tom Steiner moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Gary Betzler.  Motion carried.  

The moderator asked for a motion to waive the reading of all checks written and received since a copy of the checks had been made available at the meeting.   Tom Steiner moved to waive the reading of the checks, seconded by Ron Schabel.  Motion carried.

The treasurer read a synopsis of the treasurer’s report.   Gary Betzler moved to approve the report as presented, seconded by Tom Steiner.  Motion carried.

Clearwater Fire Department representative Fire Chief Doug Nieters and Clearwater Mayor Lee Monk. and Clerk Sharon Lee presented information about the proposed Fire Protection Contract for 2008. 
The township received a proposed fire contract for 2008 of $52,547 which was an increase of 36.2%.  This amount was not approved by the Board of Supervisors and they requested a meeting with the City of Clearwater.  Supervisor Bruce Sobotta and Clerk Sharon Lee met with the City of Clearwater on March 6th and asked for an explanation of the 36.2% increase that had been proposed by the City of Clearwater.  They did not receive any information that would explain the need for a 36.2% increase. Supervisor Bruce Sobotta stated at that meeting that he would not recommend the approval of the proposed levy to the residents of the Clearwater Township.
The afternoon before the Annual Meeting, Clerk Sharon Lee met with the City of Clearwater to negotiate a fire contract for 2008.  The formula that has been used for a number of years was very confusing and unreliable.   Information for the contract involved the City of Clearwater’s budget for 2007, fire calls from 2006, and the 2007 EMV (Estimated Market Value) for the township. Information for Estimated Market Value for the township came from Wright County, at the time City of Clearwater Clerk Joni Golden requested the information from the county all the calculations for EMV had not been posted, therefore the figures to be used for the formula were not accurate.
The city and the township decided to establish a bench mark figure for the 2008 fire contract by taking the average of the last 3 years of the fire contracts and adding 10%.   The proposed levy for the fire contract for 2008 would be set at $42,533, a 9.9% increase.  The formula used is just for 2008, the township will be asked to share in some of the cost of new equipment for future contracts.
Fire Chief Nieters stated that the next purchase will be another engine truck, the cost would be about

$500,000.   The last truck was purchased in 1996 and they need to upgrade every 10 years.  Mayor Lee Monk stated that the city purchased a tanker specifically for rural areas and has not passed on any of the cost to the townships.  The city will ask the townships of Clearwater and Lynden to share in the cost of capital improvements for the fire department.
The formula for future fire contracts will be discussed by the city and the townships.  Lee stated that Corinna Township and Silver Creek Township fire contract is based on the number of parcels with buildings.   Mayor Monk stated that the city would be talking to the townships about future fire contracts.
The Clearwater Fire Department is working on changing the Fire Departments ISO rating from a 7 to a 5 or 6, which would lower the residents’ insurance premium.  Chief Nieters stated that they would be evaluating the rural IOS rating soon and would past the information on to the Township Supervisors.
After a lengthy discussion of the Fire Fund, Elaine Paumen moved to set the Fire Levy at the proposed amount of $42,334; motion was seconded by Dorothy Steiner.  Motion carried.

Township Clerk Sharon Lee read the results of the annual election.  Bruce Sobotta was re-elected at supervisor for a three- year term and Kristin Helwig was re-elected as treasurer for a two-year term. Total of 29 votes were cast, each candidate received 28 votes, one write-in vote for Ken Voigt for Supervisor, one write-in vote for Gary Betzler for Treasurer.
Supervisor Rose Thelen presented the information on the proposed Town Revenue levy for 2008 of $48,000, an increase of 12.9%.  Thelen explained that the town revenue covers expense for the town board, elections, public notices, library, web site, insurance, utility cost, and assessor’s fees.  The new Handicapped Accessibility Voting Act (HAVA) requirements will increase the cost of elections.  It is possible that the township elections will also need to be programmed to use the new Automark machine for voting which would increase the cost of township elections by $750-$800.
Tom Steiner moved to set the Town Revenue levy at $48,000 for 2008.  Kathy Williams seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Dave Nelson gave the road report.  The board will purchase 10,000 yards of gravel and approximately 35,000 gallons of calcium chloride for 2007.  An increase is expected in the cost of gravel and gravel hauling because of the increase in the fuel cost.  Calcium chloride will be $.83 per gallon for 2007. Nelson stated that the board had put some of the road projects on hold and cut back on the gravel from 10,000 yards to 6,000 yards last year to pay for the new town hall and maintenance building.   The new building project is all paid for except about $8,000 which is being held back until everything is finished. Nelson stated that the proposed levy for Road and Bridge Fund for 2008 is $290,000, an increase of 5.5%.
Chuck Derry moved to set the Road and Bridge levy at $290,000 for 2008.  Ron Schabel seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Supervisor Bruce Sobotta presented information on Recycling Fund.  The proposed levy for 2008 is $25.00 per household, which is an increase of 19%. Sobotta stated that there has not been an increase in the Recycling Fund for about six years.  The board has been able to cover the annual increases of Wright Recycling Company with monies from the reserve but that will soon be in the red.  Sobotta stated that the $4.00 increase will prevent a big increase in one year.  Lee stated that only about 40% of the residents are recycling on a regular basis.   The Wright County rebate for recycling is based on the number of tons that are recycled by the township residents. Bob Stockstead moved to set the Recycling levy at $25.00 per household, seconded by Ron Schabel.  Motion carried.
Spring Clean-up Day with be on April 28, 2007 from 8:00 AM-12 Noon.  There will be an additional charge for all electronic equipment, TV’s, Computers, and Monitor etc.

The moderator asked for other business.   
Rose Thelen stated that there is a need for the township to establish a Planning Commission.   The township held a planning workshop meeting on February 3 with former MAT attorney Troy Gilchrist who suggested that the development of a Planning Commission would allow the townships to plan for growth.
The workshop was held in response to the City of Clearwater’s 20 year comprehensive plan which showed an industrial area in the township.  Thelen stated that it would be better for the township to be proactive and have its own plans for smart growth when it came time to discuss with the city.

Thelen stated that the Planning Commission would work with Wright County, the Planning & Zoning, review land for plating, and discuss the variance issues.

Chuck Derry moved to establish a Planning Commission for Clearwater Township.  Seconded by Elaine Paumen.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bob Stockstead to adjourn, seconded by Tom Steiner.  Motion failed.

Discussion was held on the old town hall. Roger Thompson stated that the town hall will be moved as soon as the road restrictions have been removed.

Kathy Williams stated that she was concerned about ATV’s that are being driven by under age drivers on township roads.  Several suggestions were given; talk with individual’s parents or contact the sheriff’s department.  ATV’s can not be driven on township roads, only on private property.

The moderator asked for any other new business, hearing none, asks for a motion to adjourn.

Ron Wolseth moved to adjourn the meeting.   Tom Steiner seconded.  Meeting adjourned.  Time:  9:31 p.m.
_____________________________                   ______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                            David Nelson, Chairman
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