Clearwater Township   UNAPPROVED      
Minutes- Sept. 18, 2007   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman 
David Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, and Bruce Sobotta, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.  Absent: Rose Thelen 
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Nelson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the proposed agenda.   Sobotta moved to amend agenda and add John Ironside to agenda, seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
The minutes of the regular meeting of August 21, 2007 were presented. Sobotta moved to approve the minutes as presented. Nelson seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Checking: $1,193.75 Savings: $104,101.00 Total in Accounts: $105,297.76. Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Continued item from August 21st meeting: Nixon Lake issue
Nelson read a memo from Supervisor Rose Thelen which stated that she had to go out of town on business and was not available to attend the meeting.  She stated that at the August 21st meeting, she had made a motion to table this item until the September 18th meeting because Dave Nelson was not in attendance and the organizers of the effort felt that it would be important to have all supervisors in on the discussion and any subsequent decisions. In the memo Thelen made a request that the Nixon Lake issue be tabled once again, until the October 16 meeting, for the same reason, e.g. so that all supervisors can be party to the discussion and any decisions that are made.
Karla Heeter, Wright County Commissioner stated that she had talked with Joe Macreth, Wright County deputy water patrol and he is willing to come to the meeting in Oct. to explain the "no wake lake ordinance".  Heeter understands that there are no lakes in Wright County that are "no wake lakes"; there are wake restrictions, 150 ft from shore but not a restriction on surface water usage.  Heeter will check and see if someone from the DNR can come to the meeting also.

 Bruce Sobotta moved to tabled until October meeting.  Motion was seconded by Dave Nelson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.
New Items on Agenda:
John and Diane Ironside briefly discussed with the board about a lot that they own on Bass Lake. They wanted to know if it was still a buildable lot; it has 100 ft of lake shore near the Bass Lake Resort area. The board stated that it would be grandfather in because it is already an existing lot.  Sobotta stated that they should contact Planning & Zoning to make sure before they develop any building plans.
The board discussed the property valuation on the town hall/maintenance building.  The Clerk has received two commercial building valuations from Minnesota Association of Township that was prepared by Safety Resources, Division of Overland Solutions.   The first replacement valuation report came in at $1,163.745.  Dave Nelson talked with Kristen McCullough, MAT and felt that the valuation was much too high considering the fact that the building was built for about $300,000 and requested that they have another valuation done.  The second replacement valuation was at $968,014.  Nelson stated that the appraisal on the property was done as if it was a government community service building with predetermined amounts, for example, the voting booth and cabinets had a value of $29,576, the booth/cabinets were built for about $6,600. Nelson did a replacement valuation using State Farm Insurance software, with the property valuation of townhall/maintenance building at $494,000.
The board felt that the value of the town hall/maintenance building should only be about $600,000.  Sobotta moved by resolution that the property agreed value for the town hall/maintenance building be at $600,000 and that a $1,000 deductible be requested. Motion seconded by Dave Nelson.  
A brief discussion was held on having signage and lights by the driveway coming into the townhall.  The board would like to have a two Clearwater Twp signs, one placed before the north driveway and one before or by the south driveway.  The clerk will obtain more information and report back at next meeting.  More discussion will be held on lights after Hwy 24 is finished.
There will be an open house at the Clearwater American Legion with CAPX 2020 on Sept 27th from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to discuss the proposed project corridor for new transmission lines.

Tom Salkowski, Wright County Zoning Administrator discussed with the township supervisors the up coming land use plan for the northwest quadrant.  

The northwest quadrant includes the cities of Clearwater, Annandale, Maple Lake and South Haven and the townships of Clearwater, Silver Creek, Corinna, Maple Lake, French Lake, Chatham, Albion and Southside.

Salkowski stated that the Planning Commission will be more involved in the Northwest Quadrant Land Use Plan than they were in the Northeast Quadrant plan.   The planning commission will work on finding out what the cities want and what the townships are willing to give up. 

Salkowski stated that he plans on meeting with each of the cities and townships boards to get their input before he starts the process of putting a plan together.  Some of the townships don't want any changes, they feel that the current plan is fine; but the whole plan for the county is 20 years old and background information needs to be updated.
In 2001 Clearwater Township revised its land use plan.  At the present time some of the residents are satisfied with the present plan but some would like to see more development.

Salkowski suggested that instead of one big task force that they have mini-task forces, to make up a combined group, with representation from the lake association, gravel miners, city engineers, and others.

Salkowski presented information on some of the new designations:  

Resource Land Policy- this district would be set up to help landowners with protection of natural resources areas that can be protected.   The density of development should be similar to Agricultural which is on unit per 40 areas. Example in the NE Quadrant, the existing Special Protection Shoreland Zone surrounding Pelican Lake should be maintained, City of St. Michael has adopted a similar area.
Salkowski asked the board if there were any wooded areas/land near lakes areas in the township that they felt should be protected. Nelson stated that there is about 80 acres of wooded land southeast of Nixon Lake that maybe should be protected.

Aggregate Resource Policies- It addresses areas that are already known as gravel resource areas and will restrict aggregate areas to one unit per 40 acres in order to minimize conflicts between residential areas and aggregate mining operations.  Salkowski stated the no one wants to live near a gravel pit, so we are working on having an aggregate resource area.  Salkowski said the planning commission may want to limit the amount of mining that is done in the designated areas.
Transition Areas- This is a policy that will work with the cities to manage growth, cities will need to annex land and provide municipal service to this land.  The county is not advocating more annexation than is needed to accommodate a reasonable amount of growth.  The purpose in establishing the transition area is to properly manage the land at the urban/rural fringe. 

Salkowski stated that there will be open house formats for people to come and ask questions.  Township residents will have an opportunity to state what they would like to have in the township and then all the information will be processed at the planning commission meetings.  The Wright County Planning Commission and the county board will have the final decision but the township supervisors will have an opportunity to sign off the final plan.
Salkowski stated that most of the problems in the Northeast Quadrant is over how much land the cities needed for there growth/expansion area.  He stated that Clearwater Township should not have a problem because they are in an existing orderly annexation agreement with the City of Clearwater which is in effect until 2013.

Road Report:

The board discussed briefly the damage that was done to Grover Ave by Loren Mathison. The cost to repair the road was $1,575.20. A bill for the repairs to Grover Ave will be sent by certified mail to Mr. Mathison. 
Nelson stated that he had talked with Fred Schafer about the trees that are in the right of way on 125th and that the trees have been trimmed or removed.
County Commissioner Karla Heeter shared some information on the proposed budget and the new jail. The new jail will have 260 beds. The bid for the jail came in at 45 million dollars. There will be a 12 % increase in the levy, which is an increase from 81 million to 89 million for 2008 budget.
Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers 7354-7371, payroll checks #’s 7372-73 for the total amount of $38,234.45 was approved for payment.    
Sobotta moved to adjourn.  Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:38 p.m.     
______________________________                     _______________________________
Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                      David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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