Clearwater Township     
Minutes-July 21, 2009   
The regular meeting for the Town of Clearwater was called to order by Chairman Dave Nelson at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21, 2009 at the Clearwater Town Hall.

Board Members present: Supervisors David Nelson, Bruce Sobotta and Dan Mol, Treasurer Kristin Helwig and Clerk Sharon Lee.   

Visitors: Jim Lee, Wright County Commissioner Rose Thelen, Charles & Suelynn Doering, Jeff Barbre, Dean Spike, Wright County Planning & Zoning Administrator Tom Salkowski.
After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Dan Mol made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supervisor Sobotta seconded the motion. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Treasurer Kristin Helwig read the Treasurer’s report.  Sobotta moved to accept the report as presented. Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Regular Agenda Items:
Charles and SueLynn Doering were present to request a conditional use permit to move in a 34'X44 house with attached 26'X24' garage.  Doerings have a 2.5 Acre parcel of land located at 15787 Huber Ave NW which already has a new 38'X48' garage. The house was build in 1992 and is located in Andover.  There is already an existing approved septic system, drain field and a well.  Mol moved to approve the request for a conditional use permit on the township level to move in the house and attached garage.  Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Jeff Barbre was present to review the problem with his driveway on his property at 16289 Irvine Ave NW.  Barbre stated that 3 or 4 years ago there was a problem with drainage on Irvine Ave where the road was washing out and the water would go down the ditch to the stop sign. He had two driveways and the township asked to remove the lower driveway so they could build up the road and eliminate the water problem.  The township dug a deep trench all the way down to the stop sign and raised the road up. Barbre stated the problem has been solved with the water problem but now I am out an access to my property. I was told that the township would bring in rock, gravel or put down asphalt to build a turn around or driveway but nothing was ever done. He asked the board if anything could be done. Supervisor Sobotta said they met with Barbre and told him they needed to raise the road up and take out the several pine trees but Barbre did not give approval to remove the trees.  Sobotta stated that the board and Barbre had agreed to take out the lower driveway and move the road over and dig a trench down but save the trees. Barbre asked about putting in a second driveway and a culvert.  The board discussed the problem of putting the driveway back in, it would create the same problem that there was before.  Barbre then brought up the idea of putting in a retaining wall and having a turn around.  The board said that would be okay just make sure that the turn around is 33 ft from the center of the road.  Barbre asked if the township would give him assistance for loosing the driveway by giving him help with asphalt.  Sobotta stated the agreement was to remove the lower driveway, save the pine trees and build the road up but not replace anything. The board agreed that they would not give any assistance to Barbre to build a retaining wall or put in a turn around.
The clerk presented information on Recycling of TV and Computers at Wright County Compost & Recycling Facility between 9 am and 7 pm on Wednesday, July 29th. County residents will be able to drop off up to three computers and two TV sets per household.

Information was presented from the State Demographic Center, Clearwater Twp 2008 Population and Household estimates: April 1, 2008 population estimate is 1,413, April 1, 2008 household estimate is 532.
The grant for the Clearwater fire sub station did not go through. The time line to have all the information in was not in our favor.  A site plan and an engineer report was required as part of the application and there was not the time to get everything done before the application deadline.

Sharon Lee gave a brief report on the Summer Short Course. A new law passed in regard to township fence viewers.  If a township board is asked by a township resident to be fence viewers to solve a fence line dispute, all the expense for the meeting must be paid by the township resident who made the request for the board to serve as fence viewers.
Supervisor Dan Mol gave a brief report on CRWD meeting on May 20th in Kimball. 

Information was given on county sewer problems and having a joint sewer plan. Good cross section of local government officers were in attendance. Basically, CRWD does not want to be the one to start the sewer project but they will be willing to help if approached by a township or county.  They would like to see a uniform system be developed for rural areas.  The committee made no recommendations.
Clerk Sharon Lee reported that the Market Value Credit that is received from the state will be cut because of the township unallotments proposed by Governor Pawlenty.  Clearwater Township unallotments will be $6,929.00 in 2009 and $13,990 in 2010.

The board discussed the NW Quadrant Land Use Plan with Tom Salkowski, Wright County Planning & Zoning Administrator.
· Supervisor Sobotta felt that Clearwater Township residents did not have an opportunity to give input into the process.  He would like to have one or two meetings where the township residents could meet and give input on what they want changed in the township land use plan.  The board had told several people that they would be able to have their property discussed when the land use plan was opened up. Sobotta stated that the people were not given an opportunity to voice what they wanted to change.
· Rose Thelen stated that at the 2007 Annual Meeting there was a motion made and seconded to open up the land use plan but the motion failed.  She doesn't feel that there are very many people that want the land use plan changed other than a few people that want their land to be changed for development.  She said that the problem with this process is that there was some miscommunication along the way so people thought that it was going to be a time when the township was going to look at land use designations but all they (county) were going to look at was the Natural Resource land and the Aggregate Resources and Mining. There was nothing looked at relative to changing the land use classification in the NW Quadrant.

· Tom Salkowski told the board that he felt that Clearwater residences had been given several opportunities to give input during the past two years.  Clearwater Township Clerk sent out a letter to all township property owners inviting them to the open house on May 4 at Maple Lake School and May 7 at Clearwater Township.  Almost all the people that came to the Open Houses liked the present Clearwater Land Use Plan and did not want any changes. The current land use plan has many areas available for development and the present economy doesn't show a need for an update or change.  The only specific map able comment that he could remember is the property near the freeway and he brought maps to show what the individual want to change the Ag Land to Commercial.  He said that he did get a comment from a lady that have property that she wanted to change from AG Residential to AG but he thought she was confused between the rezoning and Land Use Plan designation.  The Planning Commission recommended that the land remain AG Res.
· Supervisor Dan Mol said he was involved in the development of the current Land Use Plan and it was a process that took 18 months.  Mol stated: "As a board I feel we are elected to plan what is the best for Clearwater Township not what is best for financial gains to individual property owners. If we have one or two more meetings we will just have people come to the meetings that want to change their property to commercial, industrial or ag/res because its financially better for them".   He said that he feels that the people had an opportunity to ask questions at the open houses and would not be in favor of having another meeting.
· Supervisor Dave Nelson said he would have liked to have seen more dialogue with residents at the Open House. He didn't feel that the people had an opportunity to openly discuss what changes they may want to have in the Land Use Plan.  He would like to have had an open meeting where people could get up and have open dialogue.  But he said that he was not sure if we would receive any more information by having more meetings.
After a lengthy discussion David Nelson moved that we leave the NW Quadrant Land Use Plan as is with the information that the county has right now and not open up for another meeting. Dan Mol seconded the motion.  Motion carried 2-1.  

The board discussed the possibility of adding property between Hwy 75 and I-94 from the existing commercial property up to Rice Lake shore land to be designated as commercial.  Dave Nelson stated that there is property located near I-94 and it is an appropriate site for commercial development but at this time it is zoned AG and the property is designated as AG in the Land Use Plan.  The property is located near the freeway so some of the infrastructure is already in place.

Salkowski stated that he thought that we had this discussion before about the freeway interchange. Some of this is Silver Creek Twp and he looked back in the notes from 2002 and this area was one of the main topics whether there should be more commercial property added.   There are 60 or 70 Acres designated commercial in Silver Creek Twp which has not been developed yet. Some of the property that is being considered is in the Shoreland Area of Rice Lake.  The county does not put commercial property in Shoreland Areas also; some of the property is wet land.  Salkowski stated the first thing that probably would go in the commercial area would be a string of billboards if you do zone it commercial.  The wet land area was why we decided not to change the property to commercial.  The other thing to consider is that the property is about a mile and half or two miles from the City border it would be a leap frog to have commercial property that far out. But the property would give some tax base advantages depending on what would be put in there.  But if the board feels real strongly that it should be commercial, he would make that suggestion to the Planning Commission.
After the board discussed the proposed change from AG to Commercial in the land use plan, Dan Mol moved to change the property located near Hasty between Hwy 75 and I-94 that is currently designated as AG to Commercial. Property from the existing commercial property designation up to Rice Lake shore land on south side of Hwy 75. Bruce Sobotta seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.
The board briefly discussed the maintenance on the Clearwater Township sign, they agreed to have Wally Westerberg re- varnish and touch up the lettering on the sign this fall.
Road Maintenance Report- Mike Ludenia
Mike stated that the seal coating is done in Mississippi Oaks.

The board authorized Mike to get quotes for 10,000 yards of Class 5 gravel for 2010. 
    The gravel would be stockpiled by November 1, 2009 and spread after May 1, 2010.
 Payment of Claims:  Claims covered by Check Numbers: 7880-7890, Payroll Checks 7874-7879, Credit Card & PERA for the total amount of $ $40,851.09 were approved for payment.    

Sobotta moved to adjourn. Mol seconded the motion. Motion carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 
______________________________                     _______________________________

Sharon R. Lee, Clerk                                       David Nelson, Chairman
Date________________                                   Date____________________
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